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JAMES CITY – Until now, the people who run Jamestown Settlement and 
conservationists with James River Association have remained silent about high-voltage 
power lines spanning the James River. 

"The Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation has made no statement about the power line 
issue," spokesman Debby Padgett said in response to a query. "We're a state agency, so 
we don't usually take a position on public issues." 

Last winter Jamestown-Yorktown acknowledged a $20,000 donation from Dominion 
Resources for its annual fund and a lecture series at the Yorktown Victory Center. 

The nonprofit James River Association has similar financial ties with Dominion but 
issued a four-page paper this week calling for the line to run underwater or else consider 
other alternatives. The association thus joins James City County, Williamsburg, William 
& Mary, National Park Service (conditionally), Chamber & Tourism Alliance, 
Preservation Virginia, BASF, Kingsmill Resort and Save The James Alliance. 

While the James River Association cites the same viewshed concerns as many of the 
other organizations, "our primary mission is to be a voice for the river," said Jamie 
Brunkow, lower James riverkeeper. The group worries that the 16 proposed towers would 
disturb bottom habitat in places that the state has already listed as impaired for aquatic 
life. Brunkow explained that boring the line under the river would not be as disruptive. 

The association is also worried that construction would interfere with the federally 
endangered Atlantic sturgeon and other wildlife near the site. It estimates an additional 
three oyster beds would be displaced. The towers would also fragment wildlife habitat on 
land, increasing erosion and sediment runoff and possibly introduce invasive plant 
species, the group said. 



"Any plan proposed by Dominion should include steps to address the environmental 
impacts to the James River watershed," the statement asserts. "This proposal, in its 
current state, provides inadequate protection of the ecological resources and scenic 
qualities of the James River." 

Dominion Resources spokesman Scott Reed Jr. is on the board of the James River 
Association. The Dominion Foundation underwrites the association's annual eight-day 
education river expedition for high school students and teachers with a $50,000 grant. 

Brunkow said there's no conflict among the association directors, and that Reed's position 
fosters dialogue and information sharing between the association and Dominion. "It's 
really a strength in this case," he said. "And I think Dominion understands where we are 
coming from." 

Like Colonial Williamsburg, the Jamestown-Yorktown Board of Trustees includes a top 
Dominion executive in the form of Virginia Power CEO Paul Koonce and its Board of 
Directors includes Marjorie Grier, vice president and director of corporate philanthropy 
for the Dominion Foundation. 

The State Corporation Commission will have the final say. Another hearing will be held 
in Richmond in January. 

UNDERWATER LAW 

James City's Board of Supervisors will consider its legislative agenda for the upcoming 
General Assembly session on Tuesday, including a proposal that the Code of Virginia be 
changed to state that placing utility lines underwater is a "reasonable alternative solution" 
when not doing so would change the character of a waterway or "destroy its historic, 
scenic or ecological values." 
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