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JAMES CITY  — The public has one more chance to weigh in on Dominion Virginia 
Power's proposal to run high-voltage power lines over either the James or Chickahominy 
rivers. 

The State Corporation Commission will hold a final hearing on the controversial plans in 
Richmond on Thursday. 

"It's so important that people actually show they care about this" by showing up at the 
hearing, James City County attorney Leo Rogers said Friday. "It's critical for the State 
Corporation Commission to hear the opinions of the public on the impacts of both of 
these routes. This is the last chance for the SCC to know how they feel." 

James City opposes both the routes proposed by Dominion. One crosses the James River 
from Surry County to the Skiffes Creek area, and an alternate plan crosses the 
Chickahominy and cuts a wide swathe — including through part of Freedom Park and 
Colonial Heritage — before connecting to existing lines in Lightfoot. 

The county has steadily objected to both proposals, including seeking testimony from a 
digital imaging expert who concluded that Dominion's photographic simulations of the 
towers over the James understate the visual impact, especially at Carter's Grove. 

An independent power system engineer consulted by the county concluded that 
Dominion rejected viable alternatives out of hand and questioned why Dominion's 
estimates for running the power lines underground ran up to three times the "industry 
expectation." 

"What we're saying is that the need isn't even there," Rogers explained. The engineer 
noted that Dominion did not consider managing demand instead of increasing capacity or 
upgrading existing lines. 

Meanwhile, several groups have recently issued letters of opposition or concern, 
including the National Trust for Historic Preservation; the National Park Service's 
Chesapeake Bay office; Chesapeake Conservancy; National Parks Conservation 



Association; York County Board of Supervisors; and BASF. They join Colonial 
Williamsburg, the College of William & Mary, Preservation Virginia, the James River 
Association and others already opposed. 

Del. Mike Watson, R-93rd, agreed last month to carry legislation that would require the 
SCC to consider undergrounding as a viable alternative. 

An online petition, hosted by the Save the James Alliance, which was originally formed 
by Kingsmill homeowners, had more than 650 signatures as of Friday. 

While opponents of the James River route want the power lines underground, opponents 
of the Chickahominy route want the lines to cross the James. Recent actions by the 
Charles City County Board of Supervisors and letters from Sen. Donald McEachin, D-
9th, and Del. Joe Morrissey, D-74th, urged the State Corporation Commission to approve 
the James River route as-is. McEachin denied impacts on historical resources or tourism, 
characterizing the James River route as "an area where the primary impact would be on a 
power station and associated transmission lines, a chemical plant, an Army base and 
active shipping activities." 

Rogers said two closed hearings will follow the public hearing next week, leading the 
hearing officer to make a recommendation to the State Corporation Commission, which 
will ultimately make the final decision. The Virginia Supreme Court hears appeals of 
SCC decisions. 

Want to go? The public hearing will be held at 10 a.m. on Thurs., Jan. 10, in the 2nd 
Floor Court Room, SCC Tyler Building, 1300 E. Main St., Richmond. Arrive 15 minutes 
early and notify the bailiff if you want to speak. 

 


