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Epcor Utilities and AltaLink have submitted their application to the Alberta Utilities Commission to build the controversial Heartland
high-voltage transmission line.

Photograph by: Larry Wong, edmontonjournal.com

 

 

EDMONTON - A landowners’ organization called the Lavesta Area Group has won the right to appeal a decision by the Alberta

Utilities Commission to grant AltaLink $38.6 million which it incurred for preliminary work on a transmission-line project.

Permission to file an appeal was given by Justice Patricia Rowbotham of the Alberta Court of Appeal.

Lavesta leader Joe Anglin said the decision casts a cloud over a hearing that starts next week in Edmonton in which AltaLink is

seeking approval for its Heartland project.

“Basically what we’re saying is that the (commission) has shown a tendency to favourably bias their decisions in respect to

AltaLink’s applications,” Anglin said Thursday.

The group wants the Heartland hearing suspended until the appeal is over. Or the commission could admit it was wrong, force

AltaLink to return the $38 million, and hold a proper hearing to determine what the company deserves to be paid for the cost that it

incurred, Anglin said.

The Heartland transmission project application requests approval from the commission to construct and operate a 500-kilovolt (kV)

transmission line, along with associated facilities, connecting the 500-kV transmission system on the south side of Edmonton to a

proposed substation north of the city. The applicants are AltaLink and Epcor.

Jim Law, a commission spokesman, said the hearing would begin as scheduled Monday but he wouldn’t address the request for a

suspension. “It would be inappropriate for the AUC to comment until such time as the Heartland panel receives a motion at the

hearing to that effect, should one be forthcoming.”
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