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A coalition of environmental groups filed a lawsuit Monday against federal officials over the National 
Park Service's approval of the routing of a controversial, high-voltage power line through Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area. 

Ten associations sued Interior Secretary Kenneth Salazar and Dennis Reidenbach, regional director of 
the park service, asking U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C., to overturn the park service's 
approval of the placement of the Susquehanna-Roseland line through the Water Gap. The suit also 
seeks to stop construction of the line and return the issue to the park service for review. 

Earlier this month, the park service approved the route of the 500-kilovolt line along the path of an 
existing route through the Water Gap. The $1.2 billion line will originate near Berwick and run to the 
Newark, N.J., area. PPL Electric Utilities, Allentown, and its partner, Newark-based Public Service 
Electric & Gas, say the line will stabilize service in the Northeast and save consumers more than $200 
million annually by relieving congestion on the power grid. 

PPL has begun work on the line, including clear-cutting the right of way, and recently awarded a $200 
million contract for the project's construction. 

Opponents charge the line is too costly, environmentally destructive and not needed to alleviate power 
shortages. Along parts of the line 80-foot transmission towers will be replaced with 195-foot towers. 

The lawsuit says the NPS approval of the line through the Water Gap violates the National Park 
Service Organic Act and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. It alleges deficiencies in the park service's 
environmental review under the National Environmental Policy Act. 

"If you can target Delaware Water Gap, you can target any national park," said Jeff Tittel, director of 
the New Jersey chapter of the Sierra Club, one of the plaintiffs in the suit. "We have to stand up for 
the parks and park service laws." 

The 11-count complaint also alleges the park service overlooked reasonable alternatives to siting the 
line through the park and failed to consider and disclose effects and impacts. 

The route will trace the course of an existing 230-kilovolt line. Public utility commissions in New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania endorsed the project in 2010. 

The utility companies have pledged at least $56 million to the federal government to acquire property 
for the park and offset other impacts. 

"This lawsuit is a threat to reliable electric service to millions of people in the mid-Atlantic region," 
PPL spokesman Paul Wirth said. "It's a last-minute attempt by special interest groups to block a 
critical upgrade to the nation's electric grid. 

"We will fight this action vigorously on behalf of the millions of electric customers who need this 
power line," he said. 


