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The presence of off-duty RCMP has not deterred Robert Stonehouse in his fight against 
the construction of a 138-kilovolt power line that cuts through his property. 

SaskPower has been paying the wages of off-duty RCMP and private security company 
employees who are patrolling the area around Pike Lake since construction on the 
controversial 24-kilometre power line began. Stonehouse is one of four Pike-Lake area 
landowners protesting the expropriation of easements on their land. 

"They are there to intimidate us because we wouldn't sign off," Stonehouse said. 

"They are out here to watch us. The last time I checked the land title it still had my name 
on it." 

The power line will service the expansion of an Agrium potash mine near Vanscoy. 
SaskPower has obtained agreements with 41 landowners whose properties will be 
affected by the installation of the high-voltage power line, which will run from the Queen 
Elizabeth Power Station to the Agrium mine. 

Stonehouse estimates the power lines could devalue his quarter section of land by 40 per 
cent. Based on other sales in the area, he estimates that before the installation of the 
power lines his property would have been worth as much as $600,000. 

There are already three residential subdivisions within two or three miles of his land. 
While he had no immediate plans to sell, Stonehouse said huge swaths of his property 
will become unsuitable for residential development when the unsightly lines and 
supporting structures are installed. He is also concerned about the possible health effects 
the power line could have on people living on the property. 

"This is my family's future," Stonehouse said. "They keep talking about the future, but 
they won't recognize our future." 

There have been no specific incidents or altercations with the group of disgruntled 
landowners and SaskPower employees, but off-duty RCMP, who remain in uniform and 
are paid on an overtime basis by SaskPower, have been out to the area at least eight times 
since construction began. A private security company, Flaman Investigations and 
Security Agency, has also been patrolling the area while crews work to install the power 
lines. 



"We want to make sure of the security of our own employees," SaskPower spokesperson 
Shawn Silzer said. 

"(We) have the RCMP to help ensure the landowners impacted are aware of the legal 
right for us to be on their land through expropriation process." 

In cases like Stonehouse's where no agreement has been reached, SaskPower takes action 
according to the Expropriation Procedures Act and the Power Corporation Act, allowing 
them to build on the land regardless of the owner's consent. 

Stonehouse said the RCMP and security guards haven't been on his property for more 
than a week, but he and other area residents say they have seen them parked near at 
intersections and driveways in the area, watching for any signs of trouble.  
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