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Utility line plan draws protests 

FirstEnergy working on high-voltage line across several 
counties. 
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SPRINGFIELD — FirstEnergy Corp. will soon file a request with the state to build a 60-mile, high voltage utility line from Clark County to 
Delaware County. 

Before the end of the month, officials will submit an application for the project to the Ohio Power Siting Board detailing the route of the 
proposed East Springfield-London-Tangy Electricity Transmission Line Project. 

The project, which has been criticized by Delaware County residents, could force some residents to sell portions of their land. 

“We have been working through the criteria evaluating every route individually,” said Mark Durbin, a spokesman for FirstEnergy. “Their 
concerns are a part of that equation. We will consider that just like we would consider the impact on wetlands or Indian burial grounds.” 

The proposed project involves stringing a 138,000-volt power line on 80-foot steel and wooden poles from the East Springfield substation to a 
substation in Delaware County. 

It is needed, officials said, to meet increased demand for electrical service in the area. 

“That area is a growing area and we not only want to make sure we have an adequate supply of energy now, but down the road,” Durbin said. 

Durbin said officials have considered hundreds of routes and want to select the one with the least amount of impacts. 

Among the routes proposed earlier this year are a route that would start near the Melody Cruise Drive-In theater along East National Road to 
Bird Road to Columbus Road and then to the area near Prime Ohio Corporate Park. 

Where the utility lines will go will not be known until FirstEnergy submits its application with its preferred route and alternative routes, Durbin 
said. 

Still, Durbin said the state siting board will determine the final route. 

The proposed project has been panned by Delaware County residents, who fear their property will decrease in value or will be taken by eminent 
domain to make way for the new utility lines. 

Concord Twp. resident Tom Prestera formed NoNewWires.org and has a petition with more than 1,200 signatures from people opposed to the 
project impacting residents’ property. 

Prestera and others affected by the East Springfield-London-Tangy Electricity Transmission Line Project plan to testify before the state siting 
board after the application for the project is submitted. 

Prestera wants FirstEnergy to use existing routes or existing rights of way for the project. 

He has reached out to Delaware County officials as well as state leaders for support. He said he hopes to get legislation passed that would alter 
the way utility companies deal with land owners. 

“The rights of private citizens are not being calculated in how they choose these routes. We have absolutely no rights,” Prestera said. 

FirstEnergy, Clark County commissioners and Springfield Twp. officials have not received complaints from Clark County residents. 


