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Epcor's update on the Heartland Transmission Project failed to impress Strathcona 
County council and members of the public in attendance, June 22.  

In Epcor's presentation, they restated the preferred route and outlined options for 20 km 
of underground lines.  

Coun. Vic Bidzinski started off the council's side, expressing his disappointment in the 
report and telling the representatives they gave council no new information. 

 

"I live in and represent the most densely populated area," Bidzinski said. "Those residents 
really believe it should be going underground."  

Coun. Alan Dunn was unimpressed by the report stating that underground is an option.  

"It seems to be blunt that you're just paying lip service," Dunn said.  

Coun. Peter Wlodarczak asked why there wasn't a larger notification radius.  

Coun. Jacquie Fenske told the Epcor representatives they were going to receive criticism 
as the only point of contact for the county in the process.  

"Underground is the only way," Fenske said. "This is in the benefit of the entire 
province."  



Coun. Glen Lawrence asked the company if they had numbers of respondents who 
wanted the lines underground versus overhead, to which they responded they do not have 
the data.  

"The way we operate here, we really like to have numbers on where people stand," 
Lawrence said. "I'm not going to get into the debate. We need to listen to residents. 
Whoever makes the final decision should listen to that. I hope we keep democracy alive." 

Coun. Jason Gariepy said the AUC does not turn down applications, adding that point 
wasn't intended to reflect poorly on Epcor.  

"You're working in what I believe to be a convoluted, flawed process," he said.  

Coun. Roxanne Carr said she couldn't understand why Epcor didn't suggest a 
transmission centre north of Baseline Road.  

"I can't agree with what you're saying," Carr said, adding, "You're putting information on 
the underground, but you're not promoting it."  

Mayor Cathy Olesen told the Epcor representatives she understood they were just doing 
their job, but was not satisfied with their reasons for preferring the overhead line.  

The room filled up with members of RETA (Responsible Electricity Transmission for 
Albertans), some wearing black T-shirts emblazoned with "Bury the Line" on the front.  

Strathcona MLA Dave Quest was present.  

Outside the meeting, RETA president Bruce Johnson expressed frustration about not 
hearing anything new in the update.  

"We really learned nothing from this," Johnson said. "They presented this data in 
January. It's simply compounding the fact that they're not listening. They have the 
audacity to say we're representing the public interest, and yet the public is standing there 
saying we want it underground."  
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