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Strathcona County invested approximately $400,000 and a great deal of time on the battle in front of the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) regarding the burial of high voltage power lines near Colchester. The 
reason for this expenditure was based on council’s concerns exposing some 15,000 residents to potential 
long-term health effects, and the unappealing sightline of overhead transmission lines. 

The alternative route for the Heartland Transmission Project was ruled out early due to a greater number of 
residents, more schools, daycares and hospitals within 800 metres of the transportation utility corridor edge. 

That money and time is gone, it was for a good cause, but it’s gone. Four members of our newly-elected 
council were present during this long battle with AUC, the power lines are now a reality and the concerns for 
long-term health effects of residents don’t seem to be an issue with the new council. 

Instead, council wants to spend more money and more time basically on the same issue, just a different 
approach — let’s build a new community overlooking the majestic monopoles carrying 500-kV power lines 
and for generations to come you can enjoy life with health issues, and watch your grandchildren climb those 
monopoles to reach new heights. 

The county published a strategic plan called Powering Our New Tomorrow — no, this does not mean living 
near 500-kV power lines. It describes healthy and active lifestyles promoted through well-designed 
infrastructure that adapts to our changing needs and desires. Building communities that inspires us to live 
and work, planning neighbourhoods that are even better than what we enjoy today. 

These statements and words: growing, long-term, future generations, are all constant throughout county 
publications, kind of describes Bremner— imagine that. 

Over the past decade, numerous electromagnetic field sources have become the focus of health concerns: 
power lines, microwave ovens, computer and TV screens, security devices, radars and mobile phones. The 
World Health Organization (WHO) has stated: “It is not disputed that electromagnetic fields (EMF) above 
certain levels can trigger biological effects.” 

Research on health effects have been inconclusive regarding electromagnetic fields thus far, but research is 
ongoing with articles titled “EMF and cancer,” “EMF and your unborn child,” “EMF and depression” — 
approximately 25,000 articles have been published over the past 30 years. WHO states “We can never be 
entirely sure that there is no relationship (between health and EMF),” and “Science will probably never be 
able to answer all questions, but the more solid evidence we collect the better will be our guess at the 
solution.” (It’s a guessing game?) One more statement from WHO, “Science cannot provide a guarantee of 
absolute safety yet.” (Editor’s note: the full sentence is “Science canno t provide a guarantee of 
absolute safety yet, but the development of researc h is reassuring overall.”)  
Researchers won’t commit, council won’t commit, so we’re looking at another four years of reports, fiscal 
analysis, growth studies, more reports, more fiscal analysis… more funding for reports to figure out why 
council can’t commit ($210,000 spent on the Pursuit of Excellence). 

Attention: Priorities Committee: priority one is to make a commitment to Imagine Bremner before the City of 
Edmonton builds out to Fort Saskatchewan, Gibbons, maybe even Redwater. 
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