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The Riverside City Council will postpone until Feb. 5 any decision on a power line 
project opposed by neighboring Jurupa Valley and Eastvale. 

The vote to delay approval of the project's environmental report came late Tuesday, after 
about three hours of public comments at a hearing held in the afternoon and evening. 

The $150 million Riverside Transmission Reliability Project would erect 59 power poles 
and 16 transmission towers, with nearly half of the project in Jurupa Valley. 

Riverside officials say it would provide a vital second connection to the state electric 
grid, without which the city's utility faces blackouts and catastrophic power failure. 

Riverside Public Utilities General Manager David Wright asked for the postponement so 
he can respond to 500 pages of additional comments that were submitted over the 
previous 48 hours. 

A unanimous, though diminished, council of four members agreed. Councilmen Mike 
Gardner and Paul Davis recused themselves because of potential conflicts, and the Ward 
3 council seat is vacant now that William "Rusty" Bailey has become mayor. 

"We're very much aware of the problems that the city of Jurupa Valley is facing," 
Riverside Councilman Steve Adams said. "we're not taking this lightly but it is essential 
that we get a second (grid connection) in here that is reliable." 

In a two-part hearing on Riverside's plan that would run high-voltage power lines through 
Jurupa Valley, the afternoon belonged to the project's opponents and the evening to its 
supporters. 

Most of the objections to the project were because of concerns about electromagnetic 
fields, visual blight, and the impact power lines would have developing Jurupa Valley's 
main commercial corridor. 

"We understand your need for power, but our city council is being very disrespected by 
all parties involved," Jurupa Valley resident Brian Schafer said. "We are your neighbor. 
Neighbors work together in a respectful manner to resolve issues." 



In the afternoon, Jurupa Valley pulled out its big guns, with the entire City Council, and 
at least four attorneys representing the city, appearing before the Riverside City Council. 

The attorneys challenged the validity of the environmental impact report on the project. 
They called it flawed, poorly written and technically inadequate for a project of such 
magnitude. 

"The final EIR continues to fail to meet the basic requirements of the (California 
Environmental Quality Act)," Jurupa Valley City Attorney Peter Thorson said. 

Jurupa Valley council members acknowledged the need for the project but stressed that, 
as each other’s closest neighbor, the two municipalities should work together. 

Councilman Brad Hancock agreed it was needed, but told his counterparts in Riverside 
that their project would have an enormous commercial impact on a new city struggling 
for its survival after the loss of vehicle-license fee revenue from the state. 

"I hope you understand that you’re absolutely gonna kill our city," Hancock said. 

PROJECT DETAILS 

Riverside officials have said the project is needed because the city utility’s transmission 
grid is projected to exceed capacity in future years. 

The estimated $150 million project involves Riverside and Southern California Edison 
building substations and transmission towers to add electrical capacity for customers of 
Edison and Riverside’s public utility. 

The route preferred by Riverside Public Utilities would run the 230-kilovolt lines along 
the eastern edge of the Interstate 15 corridor in Jurupa Valley. Riverside officials say they 
now only have one major substation, so blackouts could occur if its capacity is exceeded 
or it goes out of service. 

FOES, SUPPORTERS 

Evening speakers in favor of the project included representatives of electric workers' and 
construction trade unions and the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce. 

Justin Scott-Coe, who is on the Riverside Public Utilities board, told the council 
providing reliable power is "not just an option, it is a responsibility of our utility." 

Alan Sharp, senior vice president of Industrial Developments International, said he has 
invested six years and $50 million on the Thoroughbred Farm commercial project along 
the Interstate 15 corridor in Jurupa Valley, and that the project would be ruined by the 
power line route. 



Sharp warned that, if council members voted in favor of the project, "you will be hearing 
from me." 

Wright said nobody wants transmission lines in their area, but everyone needs them to get 
power. Very little is generated locally, he added. 

Tuesday’s public hearing culminated a nearly six-year battle by Jurupa Valley residents 
to beat back efforts by neighboring Riverside to run a high-voltage transmission line 
through Jurupa Valley. 

Agencies that serve the new city’s residents, including the Jurupa Unified School District, 
the Jurupa Community Services District and the Jurupa Area Recreation and Park District 
all oppose the project. 

Last week the Eastvale City Council voted to support Jurupa Valley’s opposition. 
Eastvale Councilman Jeff DeGrandpre appeared at Tuesday’s public hearing to read a 
letter stating the city opposition into the official record. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Jurupa Valley Councilman Mike Goodland summarized his 
council’s position. 

"Our policy in Jurupa Valley is to stop anything our citizens don’t want." 

That evening, Riverside Councilman Mike Gardner, who recused himself from voting 
because he owns property near the project, illustrated his city's dilemma. 

Power lines are projects that, "like jails and dumps, we all need but no one wants to live 
next to," Gardner said. 

 


