
RIVERSIDE: Controversial power lines 
plan is Planning Commission topic  
Riverside’s planning board will look at the preferred route — Jurupa 
Valley — that has drawn objections 
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The Riverside Planning Commission has set a public meeting Thursday on a proposal to 
run high-voltage power lines through Jurupa Valley to boost Riverside’s electrical 
capacity. 

The project — known as the Riverside Transmission Reliability Project — has triggered 
a firestorm of protest among Jurupa Valley residents who say they are concerned about 
the possible health impacts of electromagnetic fields that emanate from the power lines. 

Questions also have been raised about the impact on local property values and whether 
Jurupa Valley residents would benefit from the project. 

Steve Badgett, deputy general manager of Riverside Public Utilities, said the project team 
is set to discuss with commissioners some of the comments submitted after the draft 
environmental impact report was made public last summer. 

“There were 550 pages of comments that were received,” Badgett said. 

That includes a 96-page report prepared by Jurupa Valley consultant Peter Lewandowski 
and an accompanying letter from City Attorney Peter Thorson that blasted the 
environmental impact report as “fatally flawed.” Jurupa Valley’s official response was 
submitted in November. 

Badgett said people attending the meeting Thursday will get the chance to address 
commissioners. 

The project team could be directed by commissioners to return with responses to issues 
raised during the meeting. Or the commission could opt to make a recommendation to the 
Riverside City Council, Badgett said. 

“It’s entirely up to the Planning Commission,” he said. 



Jurupa Valley Councilman Verne Lauritzen said he was not concerned about the outcome 
of the meeting. 

“They still have to respond to all of the concerns and challenges we submitted in 
writing,” Lauritzen. “It’s not a slam dunk. 

Thorson said Jurupa Valley is prepared to present its objections to the power line at the 
meeting. 

Riverside and Southern California Edison want to build substations and transmission 
towers to relieve the electrical load carried into the city by overburdened power lines. 

The preferred route chosen by the project team has 230-kilovolt power lines crossing the 
Santa Ana River, through the Goose Creek Golf Course, along 68{+t}{+h} Street and 
then north along the eastern edge of the Interstate 15 corridor. 
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Commissioners will hold a public meeting on the Riverside Transmission Reliability 
Project. 

 


