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A plan to build power lines is meeting public opposition. 
 
People living in and near Eureka Springs are shared concerns with the Arkansas Public 
Service Commission Monday. 
 
Carroll County's Rick Clark worries that plans for new high voltage electric lines will harm 
his way of life. 
 
"It's going to devastate our property," says Clark. 
 
Signs are posted throughout Eureka Springs protesting Swepco, the energy corporation 
that has proposed nearly fifty miles of poles sixteen stories tall.  
 
"You think anyone's going to want to fish or kayak or canoe on the White River or the 
Kings River and be under power lines?" questions Clark. 
 
At Mondays hearings the Arkansas Public Service commission heard about threats to the 
landscape, and concerns over the potential use of herbicide to clear paths under the 
lines. 
 
"It's a challenge, says John Bethel with the Arkansas Public Service Commission.  "You 
have to consider a whole lot of factors to make sure you have safe and reliable electric 
service at a reasonable price and make sure that the impact of any facilities that are 
required to deliver that service have an acceptable environmental impact." 
 
Swepco reps say the area needs to update its power infrastructure, and  the company 
wants to hear from the public how to reduce environmental damage in the area. 
 
"All transmission facilities are going to have impacts," explains Peter Main, spokesperson 
for Swepco.  "And when you go through those procedures you're looking at those 
impacts, doing some ratings and rankings." 
 
Both the city and the area's Chamber of Commerce have voted to oppose Swepco's 
plans to go through Carroll county.  Reps say the company never consulted with them 
about proposed routes. 
 
The heated discussion will carry through until the Public Service Commission reaches a 
decision at the end of August.   All of Swepco's proposed routes will go from west of 
Bentonville to the Kings River east of Eureka Springs.  
 


