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News Release and Media Advisory 
 

Premier’s Constituents Angry About Power Line  
 

 
(Edmonton)  June 17, 2010. Lamont and area landowners are angry about a new 500 
kilovolt high voltage power line proposed to run between the Gibbons-Redwater area 
and Brooks. Residents will be contacting their MLA, the Honourable Ed Stelmach whose 
Fort Saskatchewan-Vegreville constituency includes the Lamont area, to raise their 
concerns. One of the proposed routes for the line runs very close to the Premier’s 
homestead. 
 
Landowners in the Lamont area will be attending an open house today, June 17, at the 
Recreation Centre in Lamont, 4848 – 49 Street. The open house is sponsored by ATCO 
Electric, and will run from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The majority of residents have indicated 
they will attend the open house between 6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 
Some of the local residents who are members of RETA (Responsible Electricity 
Transmission for Albertans) met on June 16, 2010, and expressed concern about the 
need for all of these new high voltage power lines. Under Bill 50, the Electric Statutes 
Amendment Act, 2009 passed last November, the Alberta government has deemed this 
particular line “critical” and thereby precluded any public consultation on the need for the 
line. Now all that is left for landowners to have very limited input on is exactly where the 
line will be built. 
 
As well, local RETA members felt strongly that high voltage power lines need to be 
buried whenever they run near homes, schools, daycares, hospitals and environmentally 
sensitive areas. Where the lines can’t or won’t be underground, affected individuals need 
to be compensated fairly at replacement cost. RETA has conducted a lot of research 
over the past 2 years which clearly indicates that underground high voltage power lines 
have significantly lower impacts on health, safety, property values, the environment and 
aesthetics than do above ground lines. 
 
ATCO Electric has been awarded construction of this 500-kilometre long line by the 
Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) without any tendering process. Construction is 
planned for 2012 through 2013. ATCO has sent information packages to some but not 
all landowners who would be directly impacted by one or more of the numerous 
alternative routes proposed by ATCO. Landowners who had not received these 
packages could not understand why they had been ignored by ATCO considering that at 
least one of the alternative routes went right through their properties. 
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John Kristensen, RETA VP Technical, said, “It is so typical for electricity transmission 
companies to say they want an open and transparent consultation process, and then not 
bother contacting all of the landowners and residents who would be directly impacted, 
such as has happened in this case. ATCO’s public consultation process is off to a very 
poor start with this kind of approach.”  
 
As recently as May 20, 2009, at a meeting of the Sherwood Park Chamber of 
Commerce, Premier Stelmach came out publicly supportive of burying power lines 
indicating that buried transmission lines and investments in new technology could help 
Alberta deliver environmentally-efficient electricity. The Premier also indicated in his 
speech that all Albertans bear the costs of transmission. 
 
When asked about this, RETA President Bruce Johnson said, "We strongly encourage 
Premier Stelmach to make undergrounding of high voltage transmission lines a reality. 
His constituents want it. Our members in his constituency and around the province want 
it. In fact a Leger Marketing poll conducted late last year shows the vast majority of 
Albertans want it. Its time has indeed come and this is an opportunity for the Premier to 
show strong leadership." 
 
In their information package, ATCO Electric indicates that cost and technical criteria are 
most important in selecting potential power line routes, and that all other factors 
including people’s homes and cultivated land could be considered. Lamont County 
landowner Kim Bork said, “Can you believe ATCO’s position is that people and farmland 
are considered less important than cost? You can bet that our neighbors and ourselves 
are not going to let this power line be built here unless it is buried. There is no way that 
we want to subject ourselves to the many well-documented health, safety and property 
value impacts of overhead high voltage power lines. We won’t let it happen.”  
 
Open houses have or will be held by ATCO Electric in the following communities along 
the proposed 500-kilometre power line: Brooks, Hanna, Forestburg, Lamont, Vegreville, 
Viking, Daysland, Castor, Alliance, Duchess, Sedgewick, Tofield, Fort Saskatchewan, 
and Pollockville. 
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For more information or questions, see www.RETA.ca or contact: 
 
Bruce Johnson 
President, RETA 
780-902-9511 (cell) 
 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA 
780-722-9866 (cell) 
780-467-1432 (home) 
 
Kim Bork 
Lamont Landowner 
RETA Member 
780-363-3960 
 
 


