
Medical helicopter crash leaves 
Waurika patient dead Saturday 
morning 
The Air Evac Lifeteam helicopter was transporting a patient from 
Waurika to United Regional Falls Hospital in Wichita Falls, Texas, when 
it crashed shortly before 2 a.m. Saturday, according to a notice posted 
on the City of Wichita Falls’ Facebook page. 
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A medical helicopter crashed Saturday morning in Wichita Falls, Texas, and a 
patient from Oklahoma patient died at the scene. 

The Duncan-based Air Evac Lifeteam helicopter was taking a patient from 
Waurika to United Regional Health System in Wichita Falls. The helicopter 
crashed shortly before 2 a.m. Saturday, according to a notice posted on the city of 
Wichita Falls’ Facebook page. 

 
Multiple agencies investigate a crash Saturday in Wichita Falls, Texas, involving an Air Evac helicopter out of 
Duncan. The helicopter was taking a patient from Waurika to United Regional Health Care System when it went 
down and caught fire. The patient died at the scene and the three helicopter crew members were injured, 
authorities said. Photo by Patrick Johnston/Wichita FallsTimes Record News - 

 

The crash site was just west of downtown Wichita Falls, city officials said. The 
area was closed to traffic Saturday morning. 

Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation officials said Saturday morning 
investigators think the patient was Buddy Rhodes, 26, of Waurika. 

Rhodes was shot at a Waurika apartment at about 11:30 p.m. Friday and was 
being taken by helicopter to the Wichita Falls hospital, officials said. 

Texas authorities haven’t confirmed the patient’s name. 

OSBI agents and Waurika police are investigating the shooting. 

Several people were at the apartment at the time of the shooting, OSBI 
spokeswoman Jessica Brown said. No arrests have been made. 

Hospital staff and an Air Evac Lifeteam crew based at the hospital pulled the 
pilot, flight nurse and flight paramedic from the wreckage. The pilot was listed in 
serious condition at United Regional Hospital on Saturday morning. The flight 
nurse and flight paramedic were taken to Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas. 

FAA spokesman Lynn Lunsford said the helicopter crashed as it was landing. The 
aircraft appeared to hit a power line during its descent, Lunsford said, but it’s 
unclear whether the power line caused the crash or if the helicopter struck the 
line after the pilot lost control. 



“It’s too early yet to say whether that played a role in the accident itself,” 

Lunsford said. 

Federal Aviation Administration investigators will be working with National 

Transportation Safety Board officials to determine the cause of the crash, 

Lunsford said. Such investigations typically take several months to a year, he 

said. 

Air Evac Lifeteam officials said in a news release that the cause of the crash was 

unknown. The company notified the NTSB and FAA following the crash, officials 

said. 

 


