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The fourth consecutive recusal of Kerala High Court judges from hearing the revision 

petition on Lavalin case has raised serious concerns of fear psychosis among jurists. 

Judicial and social activists, including veteran jurist V R Krishna Iyer, have come out 

against the trend pointing out serious repercussions. 

Noted social commentator Advocate Jayasanker pointed out that repeated incidents of 

judges recusing themselves from hearing the case, has created a negative impression 

among the public. “With the first three judges recusing themselves, there’s some 

concern and doubt among the public whether it’s due to fear. The recusal of the  

fourth judge would naturally strengthen these doubts and raises questions on 

propriety,” Advocate Jayasanker said. 

He further pointed out that with the review petition in Lavalin case becoming a 

discussion point, the recusal of a judge gives the impression that it’s due to possible 

political repercussions. “With three judges recusing from the case, the Chief Justice 

should have checked before handing over the case to the fourth one. Usually, a judge 

recuses when he has some personal links with the people involved in the case. Here, 

there’s nothing like that,” he added. 

In a letter sent to Kerala Governor Nikhil Kumar and Chief Justice Manjula Chellur a 

few days back after the third judge recused himself from hearing the case, Justice V R 

Krishna Iyer had expressed a sense of shock over the development. He pointed out that 

every judge is obliged by his oath of office to hear every case posted before him and 

do justice. Iyer also requested the Governor to take a grave view of the situation and 

in consultation with the President India take suitable action. The Office of the 

Governor confirmed of receiving such a letter. 

Meanwhile speaking to ‘Express’ Justice Manjula Chellur, Chief Justice of the Kerala 

High Court, termed the recusal of judges as part of professional ethics. “There’s 

absolutely no fear psychosis. It’s due to professional ethics that the judges recused 

themselves. Justice Balakrishnan recused as he was  once junior to Advocate 

Sreedharan. Today another single judge - Justice Ramakrishnan considered the case 

and posted the hearing to Tuesday,” she said. 

The Chief Justice further pointed out that it’s a procedure in the court that if ‘judge 

A’ recuses, it automatically goes to the ‘judge B’. And if he recuses the case will go to 

‘judge C’. 

 


