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MONTREAL — The new board of directors of the McGill University Health Centre could 

backtrack on a decision made less than a year ago to name the main entry road to its $1.3-

billion superhospital complex in the Glen Yard after Arthur Porter, its former chief executive 

officer and executive director, an MUHC spokesperson said Saturday. 

No such decision is being considered by the board “at this point in time,” spokesperson Ian 

Popple specified. “If circumstances should change over the next two years, the board can 

relook at this — and will relook at this if necessary — and will make any final determination, 

based on the situation at that time.” 

Porter has been unavailable for comment since the MUHC’s offices were raided by provincial 

police last month in connection with a corruption investigation. As part of that probe, 

investigators are apparently looking at SNC-Lavalin’s role in a $22.5-million payment, 

allegedly in connection with the construction bid for the new MUHC superhospital. 

Arthur T. Porter Way would be the main access road to the health complex. It would run from 

Décarie Blvd. to Railway Rd. It will not be a public road, Popple explained. 

The decision to name it in Porter’s honour was announced in January in an internal news 

bulletin, Popple said. The MUHC board chose to honour Porter before the board was 

substantially revamped early this year, he said. No one has since stepped forward with a 

proposal to change the name, he added. 

“That’s not to say that they won’t change their minds in the future, if there is a change in the 

situation,” Popple said. 

The situation, however, has changed dramatically since last year, starting with Porter’s 

sudden departure from the MUHC: 

The MUHC offices on Guy St. were raided Sept. 18 by officers from the Unité provinciale 

anticorruption (UPAC). Investigators were seeking “information related to the awarding of the 

contract for the Glen site public-private partnership,” MUHC officials confirmed, but had no 

further comment. 



Porter, who had become the MUHC’s head in April 2004 and whose mandate was renewed 

for another four years in 2008, has been impossible to contact. He apparently now resides in 

a gated community in the Bahamas. Porter left the MUHC in December, almost four months 

before his second term ended amid concerns he was involved in too many business 

ventures that took him away from his full-time MUHC duties. 

Porter, along with former Conservative Senator David Angus, former MUHC board chairman, 

had presided as co-president over the initial selection committee for the public-private 

partnership to build the superhospital. That work was ultimately awarded to SNC-Lavalin 

Group Inc., the Montreal-based engineering giant, and Innisfree Ltd. of the U.K. 

SNC-Lavalin was subsequently roiled when Pierre Duhaime, who had been its president and 

chief executive officer, was “relieved of his duties,” according to a company filing with 

securities authorities. The Duhaime departure was announced March 26. On Feb. 9, Riadh 

Ben Aïssa, the company’s former executive vice-president, abruptly parted ways with SNC-

Lavalin. With Porter, Ben Aïssa had presided over the formal groundbreaking for the Glen 

project. 

SNC-Lavalin wouldn’t comment Oct. 1 on a bombshell allegation suggesting $22.5 million of 

$56 million in mystery payments from the company that apparently triggered first Ben Aïssa’s 

departure, and then Duhaime’s, may have involved the MUHC contract. “Investigations by 

domestic and international authorities continue,” company chairman Gwyn Morgan told 

investment analysts and reporters in an Oct. 1 teleconference. 

Last April, SNC-Lavalin’s Montreal head office was raided by the RCMP at the request of 

Swiss police who had arrested Ben Aïssa on allegations of improper payments to agents in 

North Africa and ties to the Gadhafi family in Libya. 

No criminal charges have been filed in connection with the MUHC superhospital contract. 

Popple said to his knowledge, no one at the MUHC has been in contact with Porter. 

“We’re not aware of any formal investigation against him,” Popple said. “I’ve heard no one in 

authority say that he (Porter) is under investigation.... UPAC or anyone else.” 

The road will not be inaugurated for at least two years, Popple added. “There are many 

things that need to be done before we get to any naming of roads.” 
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