
Power plan sparks outrage  

Opponents on both sides of the border decry push by 
Hydro-Qu&#233;bec and two U.S. utilities to erect a 
290-kilometre, high-voltage transmission line from a 
power generation system in Quebec through New 
Hampshire 
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Cindy-Lou Amery is a high school teacher who helps her husband, John, operate a dairy 
farm just outside of the town of Pittsburg, N.H. 

But in recent months, the soft-speaking, bigsmiling woman has taken on new duties amid 
growing and often virulent opposition to the Northern Pass project, a highvoltage 
transmission line that will run through New Hampshire at the behest of two U.S. utilities 
and Hydro-Québec. 

Amery, who traces her family roots to Quebec's Beauce region, has been acting as part-
time French-language translator and full-time peacekeeper. Her message to fellow 
opponents of Northern Pass: You may hate the Canadian project but don't hate the 
people. 

"We like to teach that it's not the Canadians that are behind the project," Amery said last 
Saturday during an across-theborder protest and international show of solidarity. 

"It's about the money. It's the entities on both sides of the border that are trying to push 
through this project." 

Hydro-Québec, which has described the Northern Pass project as an "extension cord" 
between its power generation system and New England markets, is supplying the capital 
for the venture in exchange for use of the line for 40 years and access to new energy 
markets. 

With surplus power on hand, a strategy that calls for more energy exports and a single 
shareholder - the Quebec government - that now wants to expand energy production in 
Quebec's north, the new N.H. line seems central to its business plan. 

Its partners, Northeast Utilities Service Co. and Boston-based NSTAR Electric Co., 
which provide funding for the construction, get a fixed and healthy return on their 
investments and together acquire a source of what they describe as clean lowcost energy 
that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions in New England. 



Last Saturday, at the border crossing between East Hereford and Beecher Falls, Vt., about 
60 U.S. residents linked hands with about a dozen Quebecers opposed to the Northern 
Pass. Most wore orange - the protest colour - and many sported buttons that said either 
"Live Free or Fry" or "Trees not Towers." 

It was an opportunity to "offer a hand in friendship" to Canadians and supplant 
misunderstanding with interaction. 

Amery, one of the few functionally bilingual people there, acted as translator between the 
Quebecers and Americans, some of whom had travelled for more than two hours to be at 
the meetand-greet. 

"There are so many rumours," Amery said in a later interview. One of them has Hydro-
Québec hotly pursuing Northern Pass profits to prepare a nest egg for Quebec's 
separation from Canada. 

What New Hampshire opponents have learned through events like last Saturday's is that 
some Northerners are as opposed to the project as they are. 

Marc Beloin and wife, Hélène Parizeau, were preparing to retire and turn over their East 
Hereford farm over to their two daughters when they learned that Hydro-Québec is 
considering planting a transmission tower on their front pasture for the Quebec leg of the 
Northern Pass. 

The high-tension lines could pass within a few hundred metres of their home and barn. 

That's not "healthy for us or the animals," Parizeau said. 

Her daughters won't want to live there and falling property values would mean they 
couldn't get a fair price for their 250-acre spread. 

"And why would this be done? Just to sell power to the Americans for less than it costs 
us to produce," she said. 

"They are already selling (power) at a loss to Vermont," said Parizeau, who pointed out 
the recently extended power contract between Hydro-Québec and Vermont that has a 
first-year rate of just under 6 cents per kw/hr. 

Former investment banker and hedge fund manager Jim Dannis is among the N.H. 
residents who have studied the reams of Northern Pass documents filed with the U.S. 
Department of Energy, which will prepare an environmental-impact statement on the 
project. 

Much of the material is "incomplete or misleading," said Dannis, who has intervenor 
status before the federal agency. 



"One claim made by Northern Pass is that because of the additional supply of hydro 
power from Quebec over these transmission lines into the New England grid, there will 
be savings in New Hampshire of anywhere from $25 million to $35 million in annual 
electricity costs," he said. 

After number crunching, Dannis concluded that the average New Hampshire family 
would save 97 cents per month on its electricity bill if "Northern Pass's assertions about 
flow-through (to New Hampshire) were true - and they are not." 

Dannis, who has a 1,500-acre farm near Dalton, N.H., also hired an appraiser to assess 
the impact of transmission lines on the market value of three different sized plots of land. 

"We have calculated that, on average, the transmission lines will reduce the value of the 
land in the immediate area of the lines by more than $1 million per lineal mile," said the 
report filed with the Department of Energy. 

The most common concerns about the Northern Pass relate to the visual impact of the 
towers and transmission lines, lower property values, lost revenue for tourism-related 
businesses and the fear that relatively cheap power from Hydro-Québec will discourage 
homegrown sources of renewable energy. 

If more renewable energy is needed in Connecticut or Massachusetts, let them put up 
wind towers there, several people told The Gazette. 

The proposed 1,200 megawatt transmission line has been rejected by citizens in more 
than 25 town hall meetings and hotly denounced in a letter-writing campaign to the 
governor, on social media sites and in packed public meetings. 

Northern Pass developers recently asked the DOE to reopen the "public scoping period" 
because it wants to identify an alternative route for a portion of the line that would 
require new rights-ofway, a spokesperson for the project said. 

"In response to public backlash, the developer is seeking a route that will have the 
support of landowners," said spokesperson Martin Murray. 

The DOE already held seven "scoping meetings" throughout the state to hear public 
comment about the route of the new 290-kilometre line. 

What was said during those meetings prompted Richard Cacchione, president of Hydro-
Québec production, to write to the DOE official handling the file. 

There's been "a great deal of misinformation" and false claims about Hydro-Québec 
expressed during some of those meetings, he said. 



"Furthermore, we strongly object to some of the excessive language used, associating 
Hydro-Québec with projects that would be deemed illegal and criminal in the U.S.," 
Cacchione wrote in the April 11, 2011, letter. 

"In our opinion, such unacceptable statements damage the company's reputation." 

Although Hydro-Québec has borne the brunt of public criticism over the project, "there is 
plenty of venom left" for the utility's U.S. partners, said Roy Stever, a Mc-Gill University 
graduate and retired businessman living in Easton, N.H. 

But as Hydro-Québec is putting up the capital for the venture in exchange for a long-term 
power contract, the Quebec utility is the lightning rod. 

"It would be like one of the U.S. governments saying that the top of Montreal's Mount 
Royal was of U.S. strategic interest and you had a gutless (Quebec) premier who said, 
'Yes (U.S.A.) you could build there," Stever said. 

Ever the teacher, Amery sees the controversy over the Northern Pass as a teaching tool. 

Students at her school are to soon to debate the topic; some have to argue for the project, 
others against it. 

"It's always important when you have a debate to know each side of the question," said 
Amery who has urged the DOE during one public meeting to "do its job ethically and 
honestly." 

Asked to argue in favour of Northern Pass, Amery paused for a moment. 

"If in fact, we were not able to produce our own renewable energy ... and if we had to 
work with a foreign power with regard to energy, I would much rather work with Canada 
than other countries, she said." 

lmoore@montrealgazette.com 

© Copyright (c) The Montreal Gazette 
 


