
  
  

Viger Tunnel collapse lawsuit yet to be 
filed  
By KEVIN DOUGHERTY, GAZETTE QUEBEC BUREAU CHIEF June 19, 2012  
  
 

  

On July 31, 2011, a 25-tonne beam collapsed in the Viger Tunnel, the underground 
portion of the Ville-Marie Expressway. 
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QUEBEC – It was to be a lawsuit seeking “millions of dollars” in damages from three 
high-profile engineering firms: SNC-Lavalin, Dessau and CIMA+. 

On July 31, 2011, a 25-tonne beam collapsed in the Viger Tunnel, the underground 
portion of the Ville-Marie Expressway. It was sheer luck that no one was under the beam 
on the heavily-travelled urban highway when it fell. 



In announcing the suit on Feb. 3, 2012, Transport Minister Pierre Moreau seemed to be 
trying to re-build the credibility of his department. An explosive report leaked the 
previous fall by Jacques Duchesneau, the head of a unit created to investigate allegations 
of collusion in Quebec’s construction industry, had highlighted the negative 
consequences of an exodus of engineering expertise from Transport Quebec. 

Duchesneau has been back in the news while testifying at the Charbonneau Commission 
into collusion and corruption in Quebec’s construction sector, repeating his concerns 
about the lack of expertise, which he estimated would take 15 years to rebuild. 

It was the Duchesneau report, which he personally leaked to the media, fearing that 
Moreau’s predecessor Sam Hamad would bury it, that finally convinced Premier Jean 
Charest to name a public inquiry into collusion and corruption in Quebec’s construction 
industry. 

But four months after Moreau’s announcement – and nearly 11 months after the collapse 
– the promised lawsuit still has not been filed. 

“The file is still under study,” said Joanne Marceau, a Quebec Justice Department 
spokesperson, responded in an email to The Gazette. 

“The Justice Department is in the process of collecting information and calculating the 
damages to begin the necessary procedures,” added Andrée-Lyne Hallé, spokesperson for 
Moreau. “It should come by the end of summer.” 

Éric Gamache of the Parti Québécois was measured in his response, saying, “We have 
confidence in the process but we think it is taking an astonishingly long time.” 

Last February, PQ transport critic Nicolas Girard said, “No one in this government is ever 
responsible,” when Moreau announced his intention to sue. 

Saeed Mirza, a former McGill University engineering dean, said that even if the 
government outsourced the work, “The final responsibility is still the ministry’s.” 

After the collapse, the Transport Department hired two engineering construction experts, 
Marie-Josée Nollet, of the École de technologie supérieure, and Jean-Pierre Charron, of 
the Université de Montréal’s École Polytechnique, to determine why the collapse 
occurred. 

They concluded the plans and specifications for the work in the tunnel were 
“inappropriate.” 

Their report found that construction workers were hydro-blasting the surface of the wall 
that separated the east and westbound lanes of the expressway, following the 
consortium’s specifications, when the concrete beam and paralumes supported by the 
wall came crashing down. 



The three firms in the consortium drew up the plans, approved them and supervised the 
work. 

“We cannot tolerate a situation like this that could have had fatal consequences,” Moreau 
said last February. 

The three firms are continuing to do work on Transport Quebec contracts, including the 
Turcot Interchange. 

Defending that decision, Moreau said: “When there’s a medical error, you don’t shut 
down the hospital.” 
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Read more: 
http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Viger+Tunnel+collapse+lawsuit+filed/6807954/st
ory.html#ixzz1yIaLXjgL 
 


