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Pierre Duhaime leaves SQ headquarters in Montreal, Wednesday, 
November 28, 2012. The former head of Canada’s biggest engineering firm 
once mused that Quebec was taking sufficient measures to fight corruption 
in the construction industry. He has now been formally charged Monday 
with defrauding the McGill University Health Centre while preparing the 
bidding process for the new $1.3-billion super hospital. 

MONTREAL – The former head of Canada’s largest engineering firm was formally 
charged Monday with defrauding the McGill University Health Centre while preparing 
the bidding process for the new $1.3-billion super hospital. 

SNC-Lavalin CEO Pierre Duhaime, who was arrested in November at his Dorval home 
by members of Quebec’s anti-corruption squad, wasn’t present in court. His lawyer, 
Michel Massicotte, asked that his client’s bail conditions be revised to allow him to travel 
outside Quebec, but stay within Canada. The request was granted to allow Duhaime to 
continue working. 

“It’s reasonable under the circumstances,” Massicotte said after the brief hearing in 
Quebec Court. 

Duhaime, 58, resigned from the engineering firm in March 2012, saying he was taking 
early retirement. 

In September, Quebec’s anti-corruption police raided the McGill University Health 
Centre’s headquarters to probe the company’s bid to obtain the design contract for 
Montreal’s superhospital, which is now under construction. 

Duhaime’s co-accused, former SNC-Lavalin executive Riahd Ben Aissa, is still in jail in 
Switzerland after being arrested in April on allegations of corruption, bribery and money 
laundering in North Africa. 



But Crown prosecutor Marie-Hélène Giroux said that an extradition process was 
underway to bring Ben Aissa, who worked for SNC-Lavalin for 27 years before resigning 
early last year, back to Canada. 

An RCMP search warrant, parts of which were unsealed last month by Quebec Superior 
Court, says that Ben Aissa had a “friendly” relationship with Saadi Gadhafi, paying him 
and other Libyan officials $160 million in bribes to secure lucrative contracts for the 
Montreal-based engineering firm. 

Both Duhaime and Ben Aissa, 54, are suspected of using a counterfeit document to cheat 
the MUHC during a period that stretched between April 30, 2009, and Aug. 31, 2011. 

The men are accused of conspiring to commit fraud against the MUHC, fraud and using a 
counterfeit document, a contract, to commit fraud. 
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Read more: 
http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Lavalin+Pierre+Duhaime+formally+charged+wit
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