
February 27, 2013 | 12:58 pm  

Region defends 
SNC Lavalin 
involvement in 
rapid transit 
project 
By Staff Metroland News Service 

WATERLOO REGION — Some regional politicians are worried about SNC Lavalin bidding on the 

rapid transit project when former top company officials face corruption allegations. 

SNC Lavalin leads one of three consortiums shortlisted by the Region of Waterloo to bid on the 

$600-million light rail transit construction contract. 

Four divisions of the company are part of the Tricity Transit System consortium. 

The former chief executive officer of SNC Lavalin Group Inc., Pierre Duhaime, and another top 

executive, Riadh Ben Aissa, face charges of fraud related to construction contracts for the McGill 

University Health Centre in Montreal. 

Ben Aissa faces accusations of fraud and money laundering in North Africa. He is awaiting trial in 

Switzerland. 

The allegations have not been proven in court. 

“I have a great deal of concern about the impact on the region,” Coun. Jean Haalboom said. 

“I want the companies that have no allegations,” she said. 



The issue arose Tuesday at a regional committee meeting. 

Coun. Sean Strickland was part of the team that evaluated teams interested in bidding. 

“During the evaluation process it did come up about SNC’s role and these allegations,” he said. 

“There’s the courts and then there’s the court of public opinion. 

“SNC’s reputation has been tarnished based on these accusations.” 

Strickland said the “hard questions” will be asked at the request for proposal stage, when finalists 

present detailed plans for the build. 

Three of seven bidders were shortlisted by the region based on a list of weighted criteria. 

Strickland said based on the evaluation criteria the region couldn’t have discounted SNC Lavalin 

based on the allegations, even if it wanted to. 

Criteria considered included the applicant’s approach to project partnering, financing, and 

approach and experience for design, construction, maintenance, rehabilitation and operations 

management. 

Rapid transit director Darshpreet Bhatti said the company has divisions operating all over the 

world. 

“The individuals that have been named in the media are not the same individuals (bidding here),” 

Bhatti said. “The team that provides hospital infrastructure would be different from the team that 

provides light rail transit infrastructure.” 

SNC Lavalin is one of the largest engineering and construction companies in the world. 

Officials say additional checks are in place because other businesses in the Tricity Transit 

System consortium, such as EllisDon Capital Inc. and Hatch Mott MacDonald, would conduct 

their own due diligence. 

Regional chief administrative officer Mike Murray said Infrastructure Ontario — a partner with the 

region on the procurement process — spoke with SNC Lavalin and received assurances there 

was nothing to worry about. 



The successful consortium will build the 19 kilometres of light rail track from Conestoga Mall in 

Waterloo to Fairview Park Mall in Kitchener and also maintain, finance, design and operate the 

system. 

A request for proposals is expected to be issued directly to the three teams in April. That gives 

the region time to prepare necessary documents. 

Other shortlisted teams include GrandLinq and Kitchener Waterloo Cambridge Transit Services. 

The teams will prepare proposals for the project. That’s expected to take months, with the 

process wrapping up in early 2014 when construction on the rapid transit project is expected to 

begin. 

SNC Lavalin’s media office did not respond to comment on this story. 

 


