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City Council members have approved spending up to $500,000 more in their continued 
fight against high-voltage power lines in the city. 

The announcement made by City Manager Mike Fleager came out after the City 
Council's closed session earlier this week. 

If the full amount is used, the cost of the city's battle with Edison will total $3.5 million 
from its general fund reserves. 

"This should be it because we're at the end of the appeal process because all the 
information from Southern California Edison and our own side will be handed to the 
(California Public Utilities Commission) for a final decision and we'll have put all this to 
rest by the middle of the summer," said Councilman Ed Graham. 

The $2.1 billion 173-mile Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project aims to carry 
wind-generated electricity from Kern County to the Los Angeles Basin using expanded 
power lines through Chino Hills. 

The project was originally approved by the PUC in 2009 and is part of a state mandate to 
generate more sustainable energy by 2015. 

City officials and the grassroots group Hope for the Hills have pushed for the portion of 
the line that runs through the city be placed underground -- which is called Segment 8. 

The city has insisted Edison's right-of-way is too narrow for the 198-foot-high, 500-
kilovolt towers, and that it causes safety hazards. 

Edison started installing the towers about five miles into the right-of-way through Chino 
Hills. 

But in October 2011 the project was put on temporary hold by order of the Federal 
Aviation Administration because of a lack of aviation warning lights place on the first 
towers. 

The following month PUC ordered Edison to stop construction and present a "feasibility, 
cost and timing" for five alternative routes. 



In July 2012 the PUC then ordered Edison to prepare preliminary engineering studies of 
Chino Hills undergrounding high-voltage power lines and since then they have been 
reviewing the alternative routes, including undergrounding. 

In late-February the commission gave Edison the approval to begin preparations for 
undergrounding high-voltage power lines through the city in the event it is forced to go 
ahead with the work. 

Underground of the lines in Chino Hills could cost as much as $1 billion, according to 
Edison. 

City officials, however, said undergrounding would cost significantly less than Edison's 
estimate. 

The strip of land being considered for undergrounding is about 3.8 miles long and begins 
west at the end of Eucalyptus Avenue and goes between Pipeline sand the 71 Freeway. 

The additional expenditures announced at Tuesday's City Council meeting will be 
devoted to consultants to answer questions Edison has raised in their response to the PUC 
about undergrounding, said Councilman Graham. 

City Manager Fleager said the newly allocated funds will also help their special counsel 
to keep up with their battle against Edison. 

"I don't know if this (amount) will get us to the end, but we're not going to stop," he said. 

 


