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CONCERNS are growing within the Manning community over a proposal by TransGrid 
to install a new high voltage electricity transmission line between Stroud and Lansdowne, 
to serve the rapidly expanding Mid North Coast region. 

The project involves construction of more than 100kms of high voltage powerlines on 
mostly twin concrete pole structures, crossing hundreds of private properties and 
requiring creation of right-of-way easements. 

Four corridor options are now under consideration, taking in the areas of Hillville, 
Bootawa, Charity Creek, Killawarra, Karaak Flat, Mondrook, Cedar Party, The Bight, the 
outskirts of Wingham, west to Dollys Flat and north to Lansdowne.  

TransGrid hopes to traverse grazing land where possible, where the project will have 
minimal intrusion.  

It has notified landholders along each of the corridors and a period of consultation and 
public submissions is underway. 

Already, opinions are divided among landholders, some of whom have expressed 
concerns about loss of views and amenity and a drop in property values, while others 
have aired safety concerns and apprehension over negotiating TransGrid’s compensation 
process. 

A community working group established to assist TransGrid in choosing a corridor 
option is due to have its second meeting on March 24 to consider the issues raised in the 
current submission process. 

TransGrid will publish its final options selection report in April after considering issues 
raised in the community consultation process, then proceed to preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement on the preferred corridor, in April. 

It expects to go to formal public exhibition early next year, with work proposed to start 
soon afterwards and to be completed in 2014. 

TransGrid’s existing 132kV transmission system runs through Burrell Creek, Mondrook 
and the outskirts of Taree, then through Brimbin and Lansdowne to the north. The Times 
understands this will remain in use, with the new project on a different route more than 
doubling the serving capacity and increasing the reliability of the electricity network to 
the Mid North Coast. 


