
Cassia Gateway West Task Force 
Still Fighting 
Feb. 10, 2015  •  LAURIE WELCH lwelch@magicvalley.com 

BURLEY • Time may be on the side of opponents to the Gateway West high-voltage transmission line 

project, which has been delayed in the federal permitting process. 

About three dozen people gathered Monday at the Cassia County Courthouse for an update on the 

proposed 1,000 mile project that would place 230– and 500-kilovoltlt transmission line between the 

Windstar substation near Glenrock, Wyo., and the Hemingway substation near Melba. 

The project, proposed by Rocky Mountain Power and Idaho Power, is hotly contested in Cassia 

County because it would directly affect about 40 landowners and dozens of their farming partners. 

The meeting hinged on finding ways to continue delaying the project. 

The Cassia County Gateway West Task Force is joined by other groups that oppose the project from 

adjoining counties, including Power County, which sent representatives to Monday’s meeting. 

Doug Balfour, an attorney hired to represent the task force, said power companies tend to like Idaho’s 

“antiquated” eminent domain laws. 

The Gateway West project was proposed by the power companies eight years ago. 

The Bureau of Land Management issued an environmental impact statement for the company’s 

preferred route with the exceptions of three segments, two of which were in western Idaho. The Idaho 

routes were excluded for additional analysis due to the potential impacts on sage grouse. 

The federal process also considered and disregarded alternative routes submitted by the task force. 

Rocky Mountain Power spokeswoman Margaret Oler said the BLM is still working on the 

supplemental EIS for the two Idaho segments, which the company expects to be complete next year. 

“This project has been delayed more than once and we’re just working through the process,” Oler 

said. 

There are no firm construction dates and the project will be completed in segments. The company 

expects to have power in the lines by 2019-2024, Oler said. 



The project was pitched to county commissioners as “as a really good thing,” said Commissioner 

Dennis Crane. But the board quickly moved to oppose the project, formed a task force and created its 

own transmission corridor so the county could control where new utilities are placed. 

The task force’s alternative routes placed the transmission lines in the county’s established utility 

corridor. 

Continuing to delay the project will allow more time for underground direct-current transmission line 

technology to be developed, said Power County Commissioner Ronald Funk, who encouraged other 

opponents to push their congressmen to advance the technology. 

Committee chairman Brent Stoker attended a seminar in North Carolina on underground transmission 

line technology and reported his findings to the group. 

The group could force another round of assessments, Stoker said, if it can build enough evidence that 

the BLM didn’t fully consider the technology during its environmental-impact process. 

The longer the project takes to get to the construction stage the better chance of the technology 

developing in the U.S. and becoming cost effective, project opponents said. 

The use of DC underground transmission lines is gaining popularity in Europe but little ground has 

been made in the U.S., Stoker said. 

The costs of the running lines underground can run as high as $2,000 per foot without the cost of any 

tunnels or other encasing structures. Overhead DC transmission lines cost about $500 per foot. 

“My report is not as rosy as I’d like it to be,” Stoker said. 

 


