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The National Transportation Safety Board will investigate the crash of a DEA helicopter 

that was searching for marijuana crops in Eastern Kentucky Monday. 

The helicopter made a crash landing in Breathitt County, near the Magoffin County line, 

injuring the DEA pilot and a Kentucky State Police trooper riding with him. 

Officials say the injuries are not life threatening. 

The crash was reported at about 11 a.m. Monday. The chopper landed near a home at 

the intersection of Big Lovely Road and Highway 542. 

Shawn Johnson, who was sitting on the porch of his mother-in-law's home, told LEX18 he 

saw the crash. He said the helicopter came over some trees and hit a power line as it was 

turning. 

"The tail of the chopper hit the residential power lines, and it flipped it straight up in the 

air," Johnson said. 

Johnson ran to help and saw the pilot pulling the passenger from the wreckage. Johnson 

said the pilot told him he didn't see the lines. 

"The whole time we were standing down there waiting for EMS he was appologizing to his 

buddy for crashing," he said. 

However, an official cause of the crash had not been determined Monday. NTSB officials, 

state police and the DEA did not immediately confirm Johnson's account. 

Federal Aviation Administration officials will visit the scene, gather evidence and assist in 

the official investigation, NTSB spokesman Peter Knudson said. 

The pilot and trooper were treated at the scene and later taken to Cabell Huntington 

Hospital in Huntington, W. Va., said Trooper Michael Murriell, a state police spokesman. 

Their names had not been released Monday afternoon. 

The chopper was searching for marijuana as part of the Governor's Marijuana Task 

Force, which conducts flyovers and marijuana eradication every year. 



The task force is a partnership between several agencies, including the DEA, KSP, U.S. 

Marshals, U.S. Forestry Service and the National Guard. 

Police say marijuana is a big cash crop in Eastern Kentucky, and Breathitt County is 

routinely among the top 10 marijuana producing counties in the state. 

Law enforcement officers have seized more than 450,000 marijuana plants in Breathitt 

County from 1990 to 2011, according to data from state police. 

The NTSB has investigated two other helicopter crashes in Kentucky so far this year, at 

least one involving power lines. 

On June 6, a fiery crash in Manchester took the lives of an Air-Evac pilot and two medical 

medical professionals. That incident is still under investigation. 

About a month earlier, another helicopter crashed in Ohio County after the NTSB said it 

struck a power line. The pilot, who was the only person on board, was not seriously hurt. 

 


