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An Alberta property rights expert has knocked down assurances offered by Lethbridge 
cabinet minister Greg Weadick. 
Speaking in Lethbridge, Keith Wilson refuted the Lethbridge MLA's claim that most 
Albertans agreed with the Conservative government's series of land-use laws.  
The Edmonton lawyer, policy chairman for the Alberta Landowners Council, also 
contradicted Weadick's assertion that two major electrical transmission lines must be 
built urgently from there to southern Alberta. 
If Alison Redford's government won't listen to everyday Albertans, he said in an 
interview, then voters must consider other alternatives when they go to the polls this 
spring. 
"All the opposition parties in the province are saying these are bad laws, and they'd repeal 
them," he said. 
After taking part in more than 60 meetings on landowners' rights, in all parts of Alberta, 
Wilson says he's heard very little support for the government's central planning scheme - 
launched during Premier Ed Stelmach's time but being reinforced by Redford.  
What those thousands of Albertans are saying directly contradicts Weadick's assertion 
that most Albertans support the new land-use laws. 
What's worse, he said, is the laws take away more powers away from locally elected 
officials, he warned. Lethbridge Mayor Rajko Dodic and many others have spoken out on 
that point, he said. By cabinet order, Wilson said, the cabinet can now override any 
zoning decisions made by city or rural officials. 
"The parallels to central planning in Eastern Europe are very strong," he said. 
Wilson said those parallels include the Conservative government's new powers to rezone 
land, despite the owner's wishes - with no compensation, and no right to challenge it in 
court. 
Some of those new powers, he noted, relate to land for high-voltage transmission lines 
from coal-fuelled power generators in the Edmonton area.  
"It's a massive over-build." 
Yet major energy companies including Enmax say more regional power production - 
including several new projects around Calgary - is all the province needs. 
Many of Alberta's major industries agree with that approach, he said.  
"I think we should listen to them. They're the ones who stand to lose the most if the lines 
are needed - and not built." 
Instead, they're warning still-higher power bills resulting from those duplicate lines will 
see Albertans paying more - and losing jobs. 
"The government has made a terrible decision" on its electrical system. "That shows 
they're incapable of listing and understanding." 
In defending their new laws, Wilson said, some cabinet ministers boast they're faster and 
more efficient because they provide "protection from court review." 



"They believe Albertans want 'political accountability' instead of judicial accountability" 
through their courts. 
During her leadership campaign last fall, he said, Redford heard widespread concern 
about Stelmach's scheme from many groups - including grassroots Conservatives - and 
promised to make significant changes. After receiving a task force report in late 
February, however, she simply announced the government would appoint a landowners' 
"advocate" with few powers. 
"There's nothing he can do except confirm to people that they have no rights." 
Under previous Alberta law, Wilson stressed, the government could reach all its planning 
objectives, without taking away landowners' rights of compensation and appeal. But not 
many government MLAs are knowledgeable about the provisions of those laws, he 
added. 
"They do not understand the existing legislation, or the monster that's been created with 
these new laws." 
 


