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The best-known encounters between SNC-Lavalin and Ottawa this year are the two 
RCMP raids carried out at the firm’s Montreal and Oakville offices — but not all federal 
dealings have been so unsavoury for the engineering giant.  

SNC-Lavalin and the federal government did more than $90 million in business in 2011-
12, according to the Public Accounts report tabled in the House of Commons on Tuesday. 

The Canadian International Development Agency, Fisheries and Oceans, Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development, National Defence, National Resources, Public Works and 
Government Services, and Transport Canada all used SNC-Lavalin for professional and 
special services including management consulting, engineering and architecture services, 
business services, and scientific and research services. 

“We are pleased to be continuing our operations and maintenance services as usual and 
are proud of the high quality of the service we are offering to this important client,” SNC-
Lavalin spokeswoman Leslie Quinton said in an email.  

But serious allegations hang over the multi-million dollar relationship. SNC-Lavalin is 
the subject of two separate RCMP investigations, one looking into allegations of 
corruption regarding a bridge project in Bangladesh and another probing possible money 
laundering in Libya related to the Gadhafi family. Most recently, the company has been 
accused of making an illicit $22 million payment to obtain a construction contract with 
the McGill University Health Centre, which Quebec police are investigating. 

About one third of SNC-Lavalin’s work with the federal government in 2011-12 was 
conducted through Public Works and Government Services Canada. The $33-million 
relationship could be jeopardized by the outcome of the police investigations. 

In July, Public Works Minister Rona Ambrose extended the list of offences that render 
companies and individuals ineligible to bid on department contracts. Among other items, 
she added money laundering and bribing a foreign public official. 

“Our Government continues to stand up for accountability by ensuring we do business 
with companies that respect the law and act with integrity,” she said in a statement.  

A Public Works spokeswoman said the department is conducting business as usual with 
SNC-Lavalin. 



“As the company in question has not been convicted of the criminal offences cited in the 
July announcement, PWGSC will continue to conduct business in accord with the terms 
of our contracts,” Mylène Dupéré said. 

SNC-Lavalin is one of the world’s largest construction and engineering firms and has 
operations across Canada. The Montreal-based company has sought to clean up its 
tarnished image and restore confidence over the last several months by handing the reins 
over to new executives. The departed include Executive Vice President Riadh Ben Aïssa, 
Vice President Controller Stéphane Roy and CEO Pierre Duhaime.  

SNC-Lavalin has worked on many major Canadian projects over its 100-year history, 
including the 407 toll highway north of Toronto and the Bell Centre in Montreal. In 
October, it was tapped for a SkyTrain project in B.C. that will link Burnaby, Port Moody 
and Coquitlam with the help of both provincial and federal dollars. 
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