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Residents of Hinton don’t pay as much for power as Edmonton and Calgary, where rates are among the 
highest in the country. 

Hydro Quebec released its annual pricing survey last week that places Alberta’s two largest cities among 
the most expensive for electricity. Alberta’s de-regulated market was reviewed by a committee over the 
summer and a report was submitted to the Minister of Energy. 

Rates in the survey were calculated for April 2012, listing Calgary at 13.89 cents per kilowatt hour and 
Edmonton at 12.90. Winnipeg had a rate of 7.46 cents and Montreal’s were the lowest at 6.76 cents per 
kilowatt hour. 

Hinton’s rate was 7.09 cents for April. 
Tim le Riche, external communications supervisor for Epcor, said it’s impossible to predict the 

deregulated market, but that rates last winter were the highest they had ever been because two power 
plants were shut down. 

“You must have taken basic economics in school,” he said. “What happens when something that is 
always in high demand suddenly drops in supply?” 

Prices soared to 14.66 cents in Hinton in January 2012, twice as high as the year before. 
While he wouldn’t make any predictions, le Riche inferred that normally the price wouldn’t be that high. 
“But normal might not happen,” he stressed. 
Epcor and Fortis Inc., which supplies the power to Hinton, both submitted presentations to the Retail 

Market Review Committee for their report on the de-regulated market that has been in place in Alberta for 
the last decade. Both companies concluded the variable rates are worth keeping and consumers agree. 

“Albertans have voted with their wallet,” said le Riche. “More than 70 per cent go for the [variable rate] 
option,” rather than a fixed contract. 

Based on the purchasing price for November, le Riche said consumers can expect the price to be about 
8 cents per kilowatt hour, roughly the same as it was last year at this time. 

The Retail Market Review Committee submitted their 390-page report to Alberta’s Energy Minister Ken 
Hughes in early September, who has said he will review it and release it by the end of the year. 

Hydro Quebec’s report also shows Edmonton and Calgary to have some of the highest power 
consumption on the continent, though still lower than Halifax and Charlottetown. 
 


