
A L T A L I N K  
  
January 23, 2014 6:52 pm 

AltaLink releases findings on dead 
ducks in southern Alberta 

By Quinn CampbellVideographer       Global Edmonton 

LETHBRIDGE, Atla. – Scattered feathers are all that’s left of roughly 360 ducks that 

collided with an AltaLink transmission line near Pincher Creek. 

The company has done its own internal investigation, and says thick fog and 

extremely high winds created flight issues for the birds. 

“What they do is collide with the lines, primarily with the overhead shield wire which 

is a very small line that runs right on the top of the towers, it’s the most difficult to 

see,” says Scott Schreiner with AltaLink. 

That line should never have been erected according to David McIntyre. The retired 

scientist discovered the dead birds in December. 

“They built the line in the worst possible place, right between the river and the grain 

fields that the ducks and geese use to feed,” he adds. 

AltaLink does environmental assessments before construction to identify migratory 

patterns and population counts – but McIntyre says with about 10 thousand birds in 

the area, the lines add too much stress to their flight pattern. 

“Every single day throughout the entire winter period those ducks and geese, 

roughly 5,000 mallards and roughly 5,000 Canada Geese have to navigate through, 

around or over those lines,” says McIntyre. 

AltaLink is in the process of attaching bird diverters to the transmission lines to help 

birds navigate. 

“In the last couple of days we have installed 260 more of those bird diverters to try 

and make the line more visible and certainly reduce the likelihood of something like 

this happening again,” says Schreiner. 



Ducks Unlimited Canada focuses on the protection of water fowl and says it is very 

common for birds to collide with infrastructure. 

“Water fowl tend to fly a little lower in heavy winds and they prefer not to fly in heavy 

fog but sometimes they get caught in those situations,” says Perry McCormick, with 

Ducks Unlimited. 

And though deflectors will help birds navigate the lines, there are other options to 

protect our feathered friends. 

“Alternatively you may consider moving the lines or potentially bury the lines,” says 

McCormick. 

“If that line is allowed to stay, I would say that what we have seen is just a small 

piece of what’s there,” adds McIntyre. 

He says he is concerned about other birds that are attracted to the area because of 

the dead ducks and geese, like golden and bald eagles who would feed on the dead 

birds. 

 


