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Re: “Run by, and for, Albertans as always,” Ideas, Scott Thon, June 23 

The sale of 80 per cent of our electrical transmission system by SNC-Lavalin to Berkshire 

Hathaway Energy, a foreign entity, is not in the interests of Albertans. 

We all know what has happened since deregulation. Now we’re told the cost for transmission 

will increase our monthly electrical bills by about $10 on average. 

Even ATCO president Nancy Southern has said critical infrastructure should remain 

Canadian-owned. (She could have added taxpayers ought to own at least 51 per cent.) 

As taxpayers, we don’t know the terms of the deal that allowed SNC-Lavalin to obtain the 

transmission assets. We also don’t know how government was able to push through 

construction of the massive transmission line expansion against public opinion and without 

clear justification. 

Between low natural gas prices and the problems associated with emissions from the 

burning of coal, it will be much more economical to build smaller natural gas-burning plants 

closer to the load centres and have far fewer transmission lines. The big utilities want to keep 

massive generation and transmission line facilities because they’re then able to have control 

of the system without real competition. Then they can justify higher costs to consumers that 

accompany high capital costs. 

Energy Minister Diana McQueen has said the interests of Albertans will be protected 

because the sale has to go through a rigorous process, the Investment Canada Act and the 

Alberta Utilities Commission. 

Some of us remain skeptical. Unless there is a very vocal outcry from both the public and 

other influential leaders, this sale will proceed. 

The public must contact all levels of government to ensure they’re acting in our interests. 

The sale of critical infrastructure should not take place. 

Allen Futcher, Edmonton 


