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The Responsible Electricity Transmission 
for Albertans group drew about 2,000 
people to Rexall Place on Tuesday. 
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EDMONTON — More than 2,000 people showed up at Rexall Place on Tuesday to 
demand the province bury proposed electrical transmission lines. 

The rally was the largest yet organized by a group called Responsible Electricity 
Transmission for Albertans or RETA. The group was hoping to demonstrate that it has 
large public support for its stance. 



There are four potential routes for the double-circuit 500 kilovolt line to connect the 
Heartland region northeast of Fort Saskatchewan to existing transmission facilities either 
west of Edmonton or in southern Edmonton. 

Many of the residents living near the four routes are worried about health, safety, 
environmental, esthetic and property value impacts. 

"We need to tell our elected officials it's time they reflected our wishes, that they did 
what we want," RETA president Bruce Johnson said to applause. 

Power-line proponents say it could cost four to 20 times more to bury the line than to 
string it from 20-storey high towers. They aren't sure burying it is warranted or possible. 

There are two ongoing studies-- one commissioned by Alberta Energy and one by the 
Alberta Electric System Operator and the proponents AltaLink and Epcor--to determine if 
burying the line is feasible. The difficulty is that there aren't many examples of buried 
double-circuit 500 kV lines to study. 

Stephen Kane of AltaLink provided the meeting an update on their feasibility 
investigation. He said they visited the existing system in Tokyo and found that it had 
been in service for nearly 10 years with no major operational problems. It had similar 
cable technology and operating voltage to what would be required for the Heartland 
project. 

One of the challenges, though, is that Alberta has extreme winters, Kane said, and no 
similar 500 kV system worldwide operates under such cold conditions. 

That means prototype testing would be required. The team is collecting prices from major 
civil contractors with experience in constructing underground facilities to find out how 
much it might cost here. 

If the AESO does determine that using underground transmission presents a technically 
feasible option, then the Heartland team will include an underground option in its facility 
application, Kane said. 

Johnson said their studies indicate it would cost an extra 50 cents per month per 
household to bury the Heartland line. "You wonder why we're even having a debate." 

He noted that Alberta Energy Minister Mel Knight had suggested that only affected 
people should pay, not everyone in province. But that's like saying people who don't 
drive cars shouldn't have to pay for roads, he said. "Society doesn't work like that." 

Brian Gettel, a real estate expert and member of the Appraisal Institute of Canada, told 
the meeting that large transmission-line projects began to affect property values in the 
late'70s, when a study came out noting that a cancer cluster was located next to a line. 



He said a U.S. court awarded damages to claimants whose property values dropped due 
to fear about construction of nearby lines. The court said it didn't matter if the basis for 
the fear was provable or not, Gettel said. 

RETA also brought in Magda Havas, a Trent University associate professor of 
environmental and resource studies, from Peterborough, Ont., to speak about the effect of 
electromagnetic energy on health, particularly the health of children. 

If the line is not buried, Havas predicted there would probably be an increase in cancers, 
primarily in young children, but that there would be more cases of cancer among adults, 
as well. Others would have trouble working and would feel ill. 

She said she's not sure how many would be affected, but added that one-third of the 
general population is sensitive to electromagnetic fields. The number affected depends 
partly on how close to homes the lines would run. 

"It's absolutely critical they not be placed near schools," she said. 

That was on the mind of Norm Larsen of Sherwood Park. He said he was at the meeting 
because he has a daughter at Colchester, an elementary school along one of the proposed 
routes. "She'd be attending that school and she has the potential of coming into contact 
with electromagnetic radiation." 

Larsen wants the line buried. "That seems to be a solution. I'm not an expert, but I haven't 
heard anything indicating it's not a reasonable solution." 

He doubts anyone would want to live next to the lines if they're overhead. "I'd like to 
know where the people who want this are living. Will they live under the lines?" 

Derek and Stacey Waldie came with their two young children, ages six and four. They, 
too, were worried about their children. "I don't think you can put a price on safety," 
Stacey said. 

This will likely be the last public meeting held before the Heartland project team 
announces its preferred and alternate routes for the transmission line. 

RETA says it has a registered membership of close to 4,000 people who live along the 
potential four routes. 
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