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A controversial land-use law that has been the focus of opposition attacks on the 
provincial government will get a major facelift during the upcoming fall session at the 
legislature. 

The legislation, known as the Land Assembly Project Area Act, will be strengthened to 
address landowners' concerns about proper compensation and access to the courts, 
Infrastructure Minister Jeff Johnson said Friday. 

"Although there are some good aspects with the law, we know it can be much better," 
Johnson said. "We felt as a caucus, including a rural caucus of over 30 rural landowners, 
that the intent of this legislation was to strengthen the position of landowners, but, as we 
heard, there is some confusion on a few pieces of the bill." 

The act, formerly known as Bill 19, was passed in 2009 as a way to help the province 
assemble big blocks of land that might be needed for megaprojects such as power lines, 
highways or dams. It empowers the province to put restrictions on private land, 
essentially preventing owners from making major changes that would impede the 
government's development plans. 

While the government has insisted the law is designed to help land owners by giving 
lengthy advance notice of the province's intentions, opposition parties and lands rights 
activists have criticized it and other laws as an excessive infringement on individual 
property rights. 

In particular, they say Bill 19 fails to guarantee adequate compensation, denies due 
process and legal recourse, and potentially keeps property owners in limbo for decades. 

Now, after 18 months of consultations around the province, the government agrees some 
changes are needed. Johnson declined to give details on the amendments until they are 
introduced Monday in the legislature, but indicated they will target four areas of 
contention. 

Besides compensation and access to the courts, the amendments will clarify what type of 
public projects qualify under the act, and revise some of the "heavy-handed" penalties for 
people who violate land restrictions. "We are going to address every one of those four 
areas. This about giving more power to those landowners, which is the right thing to do," 
Johnson said. "It's always concerning if your land, which is a very personal and 
passionate topic, is required for the public good. But it's always been the intention of 
government to ensure landowners are fairly compensated and even be generous where we 
can." 



Premier Alison Redford promised during the recent Progressive Conservative leadership 
campaign that the province would review Bill 19 and other controversial land-use laws. 

Wildrose Leader Danielle Smith called the government's changes "cosmetic" and said it 
was clearly a political move to undercut opposition attacks. The Wildrose has made 
property rights a major focus of its campaigning in rural Alberta. 

"It's a bad law and anything less than fully repealing it is not going to solve the problem 
for them," Smith said. 

"The whole purpose of this particular bill is for them to be able to freeze land for the 
convenience of government until such time as they might want to buy it, and limit the 
amount of compensation." 

kgerein@edmontonjournal.com 

 


