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EDMONTON - The campaign to phase out coal-fuelled power plants in Alberta picked up 

steam Thursday at a panel discussion hosted by the Canadian Association of Physicians for 

the Environment. 

Alberta’s new associate minister of electricity and renewable energy promised “to do 

everything I can” to encourage the move to using more renewable energy to power the 

province. But Donna Kennedy-Glans also defended Alberta’s carbon tax on large emitters, 

which is used to purchase carbon offsets or invest in clean technology. 

“I am not going to beat ourselves up — no one else has a price on carbon. I am not ashamed 

of what we have done in Alberta,” she said. 

However, after studying the power purchase agreements put in place when the industry was 

de-regulated more than a decade ago, Kennedy-Glans told the University of Alberta 

audience that “coal is not going to be economically attractive for electricity generation (in the 

future), and economics does matter.” 

Last year, Ottawa enacted a timeline to phase out coal plants. 

The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) has forecast that the province will need 7,000 

megawatts of new power generation by 2022 — and about 5,000 MW of that new demand is 

expected to be due to the retirement of coal-fuelled power plants. 

The field can change relatively quickly. Just over 20 years ago Alberta produced almost all of 

its power from coal. The figure is now 54 per cent. 

Both Liberal MLA David Swann and NDP leader Rachel Notley want quicker action, noting 

the environmental and human health benefits of switching to natural gas or renewable 

energy like wind and solar. 

Swann said Alberta’s carbon tax should be larger, and the money should go to support 

renewable energy projects. 

“Half the money goes back to the fossil fuel industry to improve their processes. That should 

not be happening if we are trying to move to a different energy form.” 



Notley said if “the provincial government were serious, we should establish an expert panel 

to look at the different models for transitioning away from coal ... and the role of feed-in-tariffs 

(FITs) and other incentives.” 

She added that FITs “are one of the most effective ways to promote renewable energy, but 

not in deregulated markets like we have in Alberta.” 

Joe Anglin, utilities critic for the Wildrose Party, said the key to moving more quickly away 

from coal is obtaining public support. 

“We have public support to clean up the environment ... and to introduce more renewables, 

that is in the public psyche right now,” he said. 

“But to just say we are going to accelerate this (move away from coal) at (a cost of) billions of 

dollars, I don’t see the support,” he added. 

“We do what we can do.” 

 


