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Canada can teach the United States some lessons on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird said Sunday in a blunt rejoinder to recent chiding by 
the Obama administration on climate change. 

Baird told The Canadian Press that the U.S. should actually be following Canada's lead 
on working to cut back on the use of coal-fired electricity generation. 

Baird was responding to U.S. Ambassador David Jacobson, who told The Canadian Press 
separately last week that U.S. President Barack Obama's State of the Union address 
calling for swift action on climate change should also be interpreted as a challenge to 
Ottawa. 

"We adopted the same goals and objectives in terms of climate change. We worked with 
the Obama administration and harmonized vehicle emission standards, light truck 
standards," Baird said Sunday in a telephone interview from Lima, Peru. 

"We're also taking concrete direct action with respect to dirty, coal-fired electricity 
generation. 

"Maybe the United States could join Canada on that file." 

Baird was mindful that environmentalists were descending Sunday on Washington for a 
major protest of Canada's proposed Keystone XL pipeline that would carry Alberta 
oilsands bitumen to the U.S. Gulf coast. 

Following a similar protest last year, Obama postponed the controversial Keystone 
decision until after the November presidential election. 

The Harper government has for years said it would remain in lockstep with the U.S. on 
climate change, but Baird said Canada has gone even further on coal. 

Baird's defence of Canada's environmental record appears to be part of a renewed 
initiative by the Harper government to burnish Canada's climate credentials as Keystone's 
future once again hangs in the balance. 

"We're the only country in the world that's committed to getting out of the dirty coal-
electricity-generation business," Baird said. 

 


