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Heavy transmission lines lead away from a Transalta power generating plant near 
Keephills. 
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AltaLink has chosen its preferred and alternate routes for the controversial 500-kilovolt 
Western Alberta Transmission line between the Edmonton and Calgary areas.  

The favoured route is west of Red Deer and parallels 220 kilometres of existing 
transmission lines, Calgary-based AltaLink, the owner and operator of most of Alberta's 
electrical transmission system, announced Wednesday.  



The route has low residential impact, crosses the least amount of cultivated land and has a 
low environmental impact, said the company, which narrowed its possible routes from 10 
to two.  

"We believe the preferred route is the best solution for this project after analyzing all the 
potential options in the area," said Leigh Clarke, senior vice-president of external 
engagement for AltaLink.  

"We completed extensive studies and field work and spoke with thousands of landowners 
to help us determine the route with the lowest overall impact."  

AltaLink plans to file an application to the Alberta Utilities Commission in the first three 
months of 2011. The commission will make the final decision about the application after 
a review. Construction could begin in the summer of 2012.  

The application will also include an alternate route east of Red Deer that parallels 50 
kilometres of existing transmission lines. It crosses more cultivated land than the 
preferred route and would have a bigger environmental impact, but a low residential 
impact, the company said.  

"These lines will be about 330 kilometres long, but on either of these routes there are 
only approximately 15 residences within 150 metres of these lines," Clarke said.  

Right-of-way compensation to landowners ranges from about $50,000 to $250,000 per 
quarter and $1,100 a year for each tower, he said.  

The Western Alberta Transmission line would run from the coal-fired power plants in the 
Genesee area west of Edmonton to the Landon area east of Calgary "to ensure Albertans 
have access to a reliable and cost-effective supply of electricity," AltaLink said.  

The project has been contentious, with some landowners contending the towers and line 
will devalue land, damage farms and potentially harm their health.  

Other critics, including Enmax president Gary Holden, argue the scale of the estimated 
$1.1-billion project far outstrips the need.  

Power line opponent Joe Anglin, who leads a group of Rimbey-area landowners called 
the Lavesta Area Group, said the line isn't needed, regardless of the route.  

"The route is of no consequence whatsoever," Anglin said Wednesday.  

"They're building a 32-lane highway from Edmonton to Calgary, if you put it in road 
terms, and they're proposing two of them -- one in the west and one in the east. ...  



"It doesn't matter to us whose land it goes on. It doesn't belong on anybody's land, and we 
can't afford it and we don't need it," said Anglin, who believes the cost will actually be at 
least $2 billion.  

He criticized the Alberta government for passing Bill 50, which eliminated the 
requirement for the province to conduct a hearing into whether the lines are necessary, 
but still provides for a hearing to determine a route for the line.  

AltaLink's Clarke said the province's growth makes the line necessary. "The reality is, 
since we last reinforced the transmission system ... back in the '70s, we've added a million 
people to the province and we've doubled the consumption of electricity, but we're using 
the same old transmission system that we had back then."  

Provincial Energy Minister Ron Liepert disputed suggestions that new lines are 
unnecessary or are being built to export power to the United States. He said on Nov. 23 
during last month's cold snap, power demand in the province came close to reaching the 
system's limit.  

"All our projections are that by 2015, demand in province -- based on generation that has 
already been announced -- is going to start to exceed the supply. So for those who are 
fearmongering about exportation, I ask, 'What are we going to export?' "  

Liepert said there is some urgency to starting construction on the new lines to avoid 
power shortages.  

"In a lot of cases, equipment required for these lines, things like transformers, there is a 
three-year lead time for ordering some of that stuff. These are long projects."  

The $1.1-billion cost is spread out and recovered over the life of the project and translates 
to $1.10 a month on the average residential power bill, Clarke said.  

"Yes, there will be an added cost," Liepert added. "Is cost going to be higher in 2017 than 
it is today? Yes. But in fact it's not going to be any higher than it was in 2006 and 2008, 
when power prices were much higher. So you have to compare this over a longer period 
of time."  

The minister declined to comment on the proposed AltaLink route, saying he didn't want 
to jump ahead of the Alberta Utilities Commission's decision process.  

AltaLink said it has had "more than 4,500 conversations with stakeholders about the 
project in 23 open houses, 15 information centres and thousands of one-on-one 
conversations" since January.  

It said it sent stakeholders details of the selected routes in a newsletter earlier this week.  



The newsletter said AltaLink will begin negotiating for and acquiring land along the 
preferred route in the new year, along with access and workspace areas, for which 
landowners will be compensated.  

The mayor of Crossfield charges that the preferred route identified Wednesday will choke 
off growth alternatives for the town of 2,600.  

Nathan Anderson, elected to his first term this fall, said an upcoming meeting of town 
council will consider opposing the proposal.  

"Informally, as we've chatted about it, none of us are happy about the fact they want to 
cut right across our northern border because this creates an issue for us if we want to 
develop to the north," Anderson said.  

"As we grow, we're kind of stunted in the north -- obviously, no one wants to live 
underneath those high-powered transmission lines."  

He said it "stinks" that the government has decided to go ahead with the Western Alberta 
Transmission Line project without establishing the need for it through hearings.  

Jim Law, spokesman for the Alberta Utilities Commission, said the regulator will begin 
to let the public know about the issues and process even before AltaLink makes its 
application.  

He said the commission will determine whether the application is complete, then 
schedule a public hearing and deliver a decision within 180 days on which, if any, route 
is to be used. The commission will consider costs of the options as well as impact on 
residents, he said.  

Anyone directly affected by either route will have standing at the hearing, and nearby 
residents will likely have automatic standing.  

The AltaLink project is the first stage of a $3.5-billion upgrade that includes another 
north-south high-voltage DC line running the length of the east side of the province. Atco 
was assigned to build the second line.  

The Alberta Electric System Operator unveiled a $14.5-billion plan last summer to 
upgrade the province's transmission system over the next decade.  
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