
Most of Mundare without power for five frigid 
hours Friday night 
  

Town officials were preparing evacuation plan before power was 
restored 
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Most homes in the Town of Mundare lost power for more than five hours Friday night as 

temperatures plunged below -30 C, the town manager said Saturday. 

The power went out around 5:30 p.m. Friday and lasted until about 11 p.m., said Colin Zyla, 

who is also director of disaster services for the town. 

Zyla was at home when his house lost power, prompting him to get in his truck and drive 

around the town of about 855 people, 80 kilometres east of Edmonton. He contacted Atco 

Electric for information about the outage, called in about eight firefighters and public works 

staff around 9:30 p.m. and started developing an evacuation plan for residents. 

“We started planning on evacuating people from the seniors lodges to places where we 

could put them, because there were some parts of town that still actually had power,” Zyla 

said. “We actually started going door to door checking on people. We talked to the Town of 

Lamont asking them to open up a reception centre for us.” 

Temperatures dropped to about -32 C during the power outage, he said. 

“At the lodge, the temperature did go down but it wasn’t to the point that we desperately had 

to get people out,” Zyla said. “Most people we talked to, their homes were still retaining heat. 

If it would have gone another three or four hours, it probably would have been different.” 

After about four blocks of door-to-door checks, the power came back on, Zyla said. “Nobody 

was evacuated.” 

About three quarters of the town lost power. Approximately 60 homes on the north and south 

sides of town weren’t affected by the outage, he said. 

Atco is still investigating to determine what caused the outage in Mundare, said Brent 

Kobelka, regional manager of Atco Electric’s southeast region. 

The company started getting reports between 5:30-6 p.m. of outages in Mundare, in rural 

areas west of Vegreville, and in Warwick, north of Vegreville, he said. At about 7:15 p.m., 

crews found that broken wires, damaged from the extreme cold, had caused the outage 



around Vegreville but the Mundare outage wasn’t related, Kobelka said. “We don’t know 

exactly the cause of that outage but there was a fault on the system.” 

Power was restored at 11 p.m. after weather-related delays, he said. 

“We always like to remind our customers to be prepared for power outages regardless of the 

time of year, whether it’s summer or winter, make sure that they have basic equipment on 

hand to help them cope,” Kobelka said. 

 


