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The impending sale of AltaLink to business mogul Warren Buffet’s energy arm should be subject to an oral cross-
examination to protect Alberta consumers from runaway electricity rates, an ATCO lawyer argued Friday.  

But AltaLink, which supplies power to 85% of Albertans, and its purchaser told an Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) 
hearing that the $3.2 billion sale won’t harm consumers and should be subject to written submissions only. 

ATCO Electricity lawyer Loyola Keough insisted only a verbal grilling of the May 1 sale would suffice when so many 
concerns remain about foreign ownership of the transmission system and how its pricetag could be passed on to 
ratepayers. 

“A change in ownership or control raises questions regarding potential costs and customer service impacts,” he told the 
AUC. 

AltaLink and purchaser Berkshire Hathaway Energy, he said, “have responded as they see fit.” 

Keough noted such an oral hearing occurred when AltaLink purchased TransAlta Utilities more than a decade ago and 
that the gravity of this sale demands it. 

“What could happen when the ultimate decision-maker (Berkshire Hathaway) has a different agenda that is not consistent 
with the Alberta public interest,” he said. 

But Peter Feldberg, lawyer for Berkshire Hathaway’s subsidiary in the deal noted Industry Canada cleared the sale in 
July, adding no consumer harm from the deal is in evidence. 

“This is a share transaction that will not result in any change of the operator of the utility, customer rates or reliability of 
service,” he said. 

“There are no deficiencies of evidence.” 

When public input has been sought by ATCO and other stakeholders, the response has been muted, added Feldberg. 

“There is no real evidence of public opposition to the sale,” he said, adding rates would still be approved by the AUC. 

The sale of SNC-Lavalin-owned AltaLink must still be approved by the AUC, though it’s expected to be closed at the end 
of the year. 

Skipping an oral hearing would send the wrong message to Albertans who are bound to pay more for their electricity due 
to the sale, said Wildrose MLA Joe Anglin. 

“If you held this oral hearing, you will satisfy the public perception and the public’s understanding of this very complex and 
critical issue,” said Anglin, adding he was speaking as a private citizen. 

“The public must pay for this in the end.” 

But SNC-Lavalin lawyer Bernette Ho said the reviews have already been fairly handled and accused ATCO of not being 
fully forthcoming during the process. 

AltaLink officials say ATCO has tried unsuccessfully to purchase their company. 

The AUC is expected to rule on ATCO’s request for an oral hearing next week. 


