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In the end, the gamble just isn’t worth it. 

American behemoth Berkshire Hathaway wants to get in on Alberta’s electricity game. 

Mega-billionaire Warren Buffett’s company wants to buy transmission line operator AltaLink for $3.2 billion 
from Canada’s SNC Lavalin. 

The feds are OK with the deal as long as the foreign owners promise to keep jobs and reinvest all of the 
earnings back in Canada for at least five years. 

It begs the question of what will happen after those five years, but hopefully we will never find out. 

This is far from a done deal. 

The sale needs regulatory approval from the Alberta Utilities Commission and it is expected to render a 
decision late this year or early in 2015. 

It has received feedback from Albertans. 

Nearly 89% have told them no. 

And for good reason. 

AltaLink was built and paid for by Albertans. 

It is our province’s largest regulated electricity transmission company. 

It serves 85% of Albertans, employs more than 800 people and operates 12,000 km of transmission lines 
and 280 substations. 

In other words, if something goes wrong, it spells chaos for nearly every home, business and farm in the 
province. 

Do we really want a foreign company having that much control over something so necessary? 

We say No and our soon-to-be new premier should do the same. 

This isn’t the sale of a grocery store, a strip mall or a burger franchise. 

Electricity is a necessity of life. It is a necessity of business. 

It is highly regulated for a reason and one can argue it’s a lot easier to monitor and manage interests within 
our own borders than it is abroad. 

Now, we don’t want to send mixed messages. Foreign investment is important across many sectors of the 
Alberta economy. 

Alberta is open for business. 

But making sure the lights stay on is not negotiable. 


