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A Wildrose Alliance government would scrap the "discredited" Alberta Human Rights Commission,

promote private, not-for-profit hospitals in a publicly funded system and appoint a chief firearms officer.

The Stelmach government immediately condemned the Wildrose plan to axe the commission as

"ludicrous" and one that would fail to adequately protect the human rights of Albertans.

Party members -including leader Danielle Smith -overwhelmingly voted Saturday to disband the Alberta

Human Rights Commission, but keep the overarching legislation in place and allow complaints to be

dealt with by the courts.

"The human rights commissions have discredited themselves over the last number of years," Smith told

reporters at the Telus Convention Centre in Calgary.

She said the commission has taken on "frivolous cases," demonstrated the person charged under them

is presumed guilty and left innocent people with hefty legal bills. "I have to respect the views of my

members on this," Smith added.

Wildrose members also passed several health-care policies, including for the government to "strongly

encourage private, not-for-profit hospitals to operate within the publicly funded health system."

Smith said members have clearly stated they prefer competitive delivery and a variety of different

healthcare providers, including public and private facilities.

In a move that also won strong support from members, a Wildrose government would repeal

controversial power line and land-use legislation passed by the Stelmach government, including bills 50,

19 and 36.

The party also passed a policy supporting the rights of firearms owners, stern sentencing for violent

crimes involving guns and the need to appoint a chief firearms officer.

"I don't think there's anything passed today that I won't be able to defend," Smith said.

Wildrosers took a moderate position on some environmental policies, rejecting a resolution that would

have scrapped current policies calling for "more efficient resource recovery methods" and

environmentally responsible energy development.

The party also axed a policy that would allow a government to tap the Heritage Fund when provincial

GDP growth is less than two per cent.
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