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The possibility of fewer protests over routing for one of two major transmission lines 
could see ATCO Electric's project down the eastern half of the province being built first, 
Alberta's energy minister said Friday. 

Minister Ted Morton said it was imperative one of the multi-billion-dollar power lines 
approved by the government be built within four years to link northern generation to 
southern demand loads. 

"Even though the western line is the shorter line, it's very possible the eastern will be 
completed before that because there is much less landowner concern," Morton said 
Friday. "It's of paramount importance that one of the lines be completed by 2015 or 2016, 
and there is no guaranteeing which one of those will." 

Premier Alison Redford's government recently gave the green light to both AltaLink's 
western transmission and ATCO Corp.'s eastern transmission lines, despite arguments the 
$4-billion high-voltage direct-current lines were overkill and too costly. 

The western leg would run 347 kilometres south from west of Edmonton to outside of 
Calgary. The eastern line would run 487 km from Redwater down to Brooks. 

Both lines will be subject to public hearings in June and July over routing, similar to a 
previous north-south transmission project that was kiboshed in mid-2000 after it was 
discovered dissenting landowners had been spied on. 

Morton said he anticipated some people will go to court over any route accepted by the 
provincial utilities regulator, but that the government would not intervene with the 
hearings process. 

"Our intention is to let the process run through the process that it is intended to go 
through," he said. "We do not in-tend to interfere with (the routing process) whatsoever." 

Morton also said the Conservative government would keep its hands off the province's 
deregulated power markets to maintain choices for Albertans. 

The provincial government last month announced it would be reviewing monthly fees for 
consumers who have not signed onto fixed power contracts after public outcry over 
soaring regulated rates. 



"We are not looking at re-regulating," Morton said. "We think that people who want to 
lock into fixed costs can have that option." 

Fewer than 30 per cent of Albertans have opted to sign contracts with companies such as 
Calgary's Enmax Corp. or Direct Energy. Most pay according to their regional regulated 
rate, which is calculated on estimated month-ahead prices based on the previous month's 
prices. 

The option hit 15.28 cents per kilowatt-hour in January, up from 9.165 cents in 
November and 13.545 in December, although power-pool prices averaged 5.126 cents per 
kWh that month. 

A committee, to be announced some time this month, will be reviewing how the 
regulated rate is calculated, and if alternatives can be found to reduce price volatility, 
Morton said. 

In the interim, Redford has requested provincial regulators freeze extra administration 
and transmission costs on power bills while the review is underway. 

The biggest electricity issue facing Albertans is keeping up with demand as the 
population grows and "fairly aggressive" restrictions on greenhouse gas emissions, which 
could impact Alberta's coal-fired power plants, he said. 
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