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     Landowners on the Boulder Hill are being asked to participate in a review of the 
impacts of high voltage transmission lines on rural property values. 

     Residents of the Aspen Valley Ranches subdivision recently received letters from a 
real estate research consultant working on the study for NorthWestern Energy. James 
Chalmers of Chalmers and Associates in Billings said in the letter the study will cover the 
sales of properties crossed by or close to existing 500 kV transmission lines. That 
includes the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) line through the Aspen Valley 
Ranches. 

     “Our study involves identifying and studying property sales that have occurred in 
Aspen Valley Ranches since the subdivision was platted back in the mid-1980s,” says the 
letter. It asks property owners to share “whether the existence of the transmission lines in 
any way affected your acquisition of these lots and whether they have had any effects on 
your use of the property.” 

     Homeowners within the Aspen Valley Ranches have consistently told regulators 
adding the 500 kV Mountain States Transmission Intertie, or MSTI, line to the area 
would significantly reduce the value of their property. In public hearings over the last two 
years, Aspen Valley representatives have urged regulators to find a different route for the 
line.  



     At a public hearing held in Butte in September 2009 about a dozen Boulder Hill 
residents told regulators they do not want another high voltage power line snaking 
through their neighborhood. Resident Steve McCann said home values in the area, which 
he said range from around $200,000 to half a million dollars, would be severely affected. 

     “Whose going to compensate us for our 50 percent decrease in value?” he asked.  

     Residents also said they were concerned about potential impacts to health, water 
quality, vistas and wildlife. 

     Mark Mackiewicz, Project Manager for the Bureau of Land Management, said the 
goal is to find the route that best serves the public need for power while minimizing the 
adverse impacts.  

     Both Ring and Mackiewicz said no matter what route is selected there will be some 
tradeoffs.  

     “Not everybody’s going to be a winner. Not everybody’s going to be a loser,” said 
Mackiewicz.  

     Residents of the Boulder Hill have been saying all along that they do not want to be 
the losers in the deal. 

     According to the just received letter sent by Chalmers about the property value study, 
“NorthWestern Energy’s interest in this issue is motivated by planning for new high 
voltage transmission lines which would serve renewable energy projects in Montana. 
NorthWestern’s goal is to be able to respond to questions related to property value 
impacts based on reliable information.” 

     Information about the MSTI project, including maps and contacts for submitting 
comments, can be found online at msti500kV.com. Comments and questions may also be 
addressed via email to DEQMSTI@mt.gov or MT_MSTI@blm.gov. 

 


