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Most people find talk about government regulators boring – a bit like eating oatmeal that has no salt, no cinnamon, or 

seasoning. You know the oatmeal is good for you and that it will reduce your cholesterol, but every time you take a bite you 

can’t help but think about the fact that it isn’t bacon and eggs.  

 

Like oatmeal, regulators can be good things. When working properly they keep things flowing in a way that is practical and 

useful. If the water faucet in your kitchen didn’t have a regulator attached to it – the regulator being the tap that controls water 

flow – there’d be a heck of a mess. If it weren’t for the tap, rather than the faucet being a friend that makes things easier and 

more convenient, the flow of water would become a nuisance and an enemy.  

 

Government energy regulators are supposed to be like that tap on the kitchen sink. One such regulator is the Alberta Utilities 

Commission (AUC). The AUC has four primary responsibilities regarding electrical transmission lines and hydroelectricity;  

 

1. To decide if any proposed new lines and facilities are needed. 

2. To determine how much consumers and taxpayers will pay for any new infrastructure, and to ensure that the cost is 

justified and in the public interest. 

3. To determine which company of group of companies can best carry out the project. 

4. To determine location by evaluating options and considering where any new hydro corridors or facilities be placed. 

 

To have an electrical utility regulator determine these four things sounds perfectly reasonable to most people. Essentially, the 

idea is that you can better serve society by setting up a system where men and women who know more than most people about 

electricity and transmitting electricity, are made responsible for evaluating the need for major power lines and new electrical 

projects, then acting in the public interest based on that assessment.  

 

Smart people are always hiring people who know more about something than they do: lawyers get hired because they know 

more about the law; accountants because they know more about tax planning; engineers, architects, and financial planners all 

for similar reasons. Each has expertise in a particular area that is beyond what most people possess in themselves. We hire 

diesel mechanics, plumbers and electricians for the same reason.  

 

Normal people would never dream of going to the Provincial Justice Minister to ask for legal advice for a real estate contract. 

No one calls the Finance Minister to ask for help with tax planning. And few of us – if any – know of someone who has called 

their MLA to ask for help with engineering designs, water well testing, or the sort of thing someone might talk to a soil scientist 

about. Similarly, no one calls the Minister of Highways for advice on a Cummins diesel engine. We call the diesel mechanic in 

town because we know that he knows more.  

 

All these things being true, and reasonable, ask yourself why the MLA’s who make up the government of Ed Stelmach all of a 

sudden think they know more about electrical generation and power projects than the accumulated expertise of all the people 

who work at the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC).  

 

The Stelmach MLA’s, with their new legislation – known as Bill 50 – have taken the first three areas of responsibility away 

from the AUC, and handed them to a poker table-sized group of politicians in a backroom at the legislature. By passing Bill 50, 

the Stelmach MLA’s are assuming that a handful of politicians are better positioned to evaluate the province’s electrical 

requirements than all the professional engineers and systems analysts at the Alberta Utilities Commission.  

 

A pretty fair question might be: What is wrong with these people?  



 
 

 

To add to their silliness, the electrical capacity expansion the Stelmach MLA’s want to push through, and have Albertans pay 

for through jacked up utility rates, is so massive it would be the equivalent of changing Highway 2 between Calgary and 

Edmonton from a 4-lane freeway into a 32-lane monstrosity. (The infrastructure for transmission lines in Alberta is currently 

valued at $2 billion. The proposed infrastructure that the Stelmach government wants to add to our utility bills is valued at $16 

billion. For every family of four in the province, on every street in the province, in every city and town in the province, it is 

equal to more than $21,000! This would be over and above the electrical utility bills we pay now – sort of like every family in 

Alberta having a payment for a new car folded into existing electric bills.) Everyone in the province will be affected because the 

cost of electrical infrastructure is passed on to consumers through higher utility bills.  

 

It’s a ridiculous scenario, not only because the Stelmach MLA’s think they know more about electrical transmission than the 

combined experience of all the people who work at the AUC, but because this unbelievably massive expenditure will 

dramatically drive up the cost of doing business in Alberta. Electrical rates will be so high that commercial and industrial users 

will have good reason to build elsewhere or move elsewhere.  

 

(Arguably, the real issue behind all this is that those who want to build the expanded electrical infrastructure know they will 

have an easier time persuading politicians to approve the project than they will the regulator. So they lobbied the Stelmach 

MLAs to get Bill 50 passed. That’s the Bill that strips the AUC of its rightful role when it comes to assessing and approving 

projects, and puts the power to approve them directly in the hands of a few politicians. The Stelmach government’s Bill 36, 

which is a kind of cousin to Bill 50, then gives these same politicians the ability to impose their plans upon anyone in the 

province.  

 

It also gives the politicians the power to suspend due process of law for private citizens and extinguish their property rights, 

including the dissolution of existing legal contracts.  

 

Why are they doing this someone might again ask: Keep in mind that if you are an energy company that wants to export 

electricity to the US, the best way to have your cake and eat it too would be to get a bunch of politicians to approve the massive 

and expensive infrastructure you want by kicking the regulator out of the way, and then by having a government-run cost 

recovery system in place that transfers the cost of your needed infrastructure away from the company’s shareholders and onto 

the monthly bills of electrical consumers. That way the company and its shareholders can cash in on profits from the export of 

electricity, while Alberta taxpayers and consumers quietly pay the cost of the $16 billion infrastructure needed to facilitate it 

all.) 

 

Stelmach’s Bill 36 establishes a system that will let politicians impose central planning on anyone in the province. The Bill says 

that a small group of politicians can declare exactly what your land could or could not be used for, and their decision will trump 

every other piece of existing provincial legislation, and even the courts.  

 

Incredibly, and to show just how arrogant the Stelmach MLAs have become, under Bill 36 there is no way for any Albertan to 

appeal a decision made by the politicians about what can and cannot be done on their land. The Stelmach Bill blocks a citizen’s 

right to seek judicial review or even initiate a legal action. The Bill also restricts a landowner’s right to appropriate 

compensation for any damages that result.  

 

The Bill enables a cabinet minister on his own initiative, and apart from any judicial process whatsoever, to file a judgment 

against a landowner without a trial or court hearing – and the cabinet minister’s judgment would be as binding on that citizen as 

if it were issued by a real judge in a real court.  

 

The agenda of the Stelmach MLAs in this regard is awful – absolutely awful. Not only are these men and women not the 

Lougheed Tories many of them pretend to be, the fact is that if Pierre Trudeau were alive and breathing today, he would admire 

the Stelmach MLAs. Their affection for centralized government and their eager willingness to trample individual rights and 

property rights are a mirrored image of the philosophy and sentiment that characterized Trudeau’s policies. As Prime Minister, 

Pierre Trudeau suspended due process of law and the rights of citizens by implementing the War Measures Act. For Albertans, 

the Stelmach MLAs suspended due process of law and the rights of citizens by implementing Bill 36.  

 
This isn’t just bad policy we are seeing in Edmonton, it’s bad government – real bad government.  

 

 

  


